Extravagent Worship

Worship … Music … 
We know what music is – what style we prefer – what style we must tolerate. 

But what about worship? 

When some people use the term worship they are referring to a style. “What style of worship do you have at your church?  Traditional, blended or contemporary?” 

This is a question commonly asked in conversation.  

Webster’s Dictionary defines worship:        
worthiness, respect, reverence paid to a divine being; 
reverence offered a divine being or supernatural power; 
an act of expressing such reverence;  
extravagant respect or admiration for or devotion to an object of  esteem
Webster defines extravagant as:
exceeding the limits of reason;  lacking in moderation, balance and restrain
extremely or excessively elaborate;  spending much more than necessa
 profuse, lavish
 Consider the words of Jesus in John 4:23-24: “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth. 
 How do we worship the Father in spirit and in truth?
 True worship is not about the songs being sung; it is not about the size of the choir, worship team or the band. Although music is a wonderful expression of worship, it is not in itself the essence of it.  The core of worship is when one’s heart and soul, and all that is within, adores and connects with the Spirit of God. In fact, regardless of how wonderful the musical moments are, unless one’s heart is fully engaged in the worship being expressed, it is still only music.  The song of a pure heart that is yearning for more of God and less of oneself is the music that holds the key to many victories and delights the heart of our King.
 Less of oneself … Romans 12:1 .. “Therefore, I urge you, brothers (and sisters!), in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.”
Whoah! This doesn’t have ANYTHING to do with music or a “Sunday morning service!”  Laying our lives down as a sacrifice … submitting to His will … seeking His face … it’s all about Him, not about us!  How do we grow in our worship?  We must get to know more intimately the God who loves us and has saved us for all eternity! We must say as Paul did in Philippians 3:8, “I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish that I may gain Christ and be found in him...”  To truly know Him is to worship Him; to seek His heart through His Word and in prayer.  Matthew 6:33 commands us to “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 
How do we worship acceptably?  Worship is primarily a spiritual activity, not physical, meaning that questions of worship style, musical content and ability are non-issues compared to the heart. “God is Spirit, and  those who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).  “…man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (I Samuel 16:7). God views our worship as either acceptable or unacceptable based on our spiritual condition before Him.
Our "style" of music at Grace Community would be described as "blended."  Our goal is to sing a hymn every week. We value the heritage that we have through the hymn writers of the past. We also enjoy contemporary praise and worship music.
May our individual lives exalt the King of kings as we seek Him and surrender our lives to Him daily.  Our desire is that the Worship Celebration on Sunday mornings 
at Grace Community be a time of exalting Him corporately as a body of believers, in unity and love.
Psalm 115: 1…  Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Your name be the glory, because of your love and faithfulness.” 
"It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name, O Most High,to proclaim your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night..." Psalm 92:1-2
http://www.gracecommunity.net/heart_of_worship.htm

