Youth Arise Ministry - FAITH II - 31/3/01

Faith in Ministry

1) Faith in ministry, like personal faith, is also a gift from God which we are entitled to claim. It empowers us and keeps us excited while doing the work of God. In whatever we do, Faith will enable us 3 things : Trust in God, Boldness and Conviction

Trusting in God – Placing our life in God’s hands.

We are weak that the power of  God may be seen working through us. 

We rejoice in our weakness for when we are weak, we are strong. 

Problems – seem huge. larger than life. Burdened, exhausted, we are convinced that our problem is too big for us to handle.

However, God gives us faith to get through it all.

Isaiah 40:25-31“He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength.”

The will of God will never send us where the grace of God cannot keep us.

To be Bold – “ If God is for us who can be against us? ” Rom 8:31 - If we are moving according to God’s will and doing His work faithfully then we can move in confidence.

Philippians 1:12 27- 30

· standing firm with one common purpose, 

· with only one desire you are fighting together for the faith of the gospel. 

· always be courageous,

· We have been given the privilege of serving Christ, not only believing in Him but also suffering for Him. 

· To be able to firmly say “ For to me, to live is Christ and to die, gain.”

Conviction – in doing nothing but the will of God. Believing that God will transform us, from weak to strong. 

In Ministry, we are weak, we are servants. Not powerful ppl. 

Our faith allows us to believe then, that when we live a life that’s true, that is for God,  we are doing His work.

2) Mission in Ministry

Faith then, is basic food for our mission in ministry. To show others that we believe in Christ, that we know we are doing the will of Christ, and that we trust that Christ will provide all that we need/ He will make a way when there seems to be no way.

Faith will empower us to do the will of God , and excite us, knowing that what we are reaping on Earth is for heavenly rewards. 

We need to have faith to believe in the eternal. 

Usually, we pray for material stuff.

Faith allows us to see higher than that. To see the spiritual realm of God.

Riches in Heaven. 

In the hope of hearing God say to us, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

3) How do we use our Faith in Ministry?
Firstly, LOVE. Love comes first. then faith. 

1 Cor 13:7. “Love is never gives up and its faith, hope and patience never fails.”

Are we in the right attitude when we talk about Faith?

Do we personally understand what it means to be servants? to be weak?

Have we humbled ourselves before the Lord?

If we haven’t then we must look at the kind of fear we have of the Lord. If we fear the Lord, we’d revere Him, be awed by Him, and be humbled. We must trust and obey Him (as our King). God is not only Love but 3 times Holy. We must fear the Lord as much as to be able to bow before him each day, acknowledging that we are His servants, wanting to do His work. 

e.g. Jesus came to us on a donkey; we are followers, must be humble. 

Missionaries, Mother Teresa. servants of God. We too. 

Fear nothing, only God. We often fail to fear the correct things. If we are so afraid that we stop following the Lord, we’re not trusting Him. We have doubted His plan, His power and His promises. Trust and Obey. He is the one to be feared, obeyed.

Remind ourselves of the presence of Christ and the real Christ in our prayers. “ The Earth is full of goodness of the Lord.” Psalm 33:5

This will keep us in focus of our mission in ministry, and in that we follow Christ and not our worldly ambitions.

Keep the faith alive:-

Always depend on God. Abide in Christ.

If we do things by our own strength we will fail. Definitely. This will not do any good to our faith.

Take time to pray and discern, such as to flow in the Spirit. This means as members of a ministry, we must make sure that the things we say will not cause another person’s faith to be diminished.

We must watch our words, for the things we say, either out of goodwill or not may unknowingly be an attack on another person’s beliefs.

Making a point to know God’s will for us. By submitting to His will, we are faithful to the Lord.

Another aspect of Faith. “if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.” 1 John 5:14

Important: -

Know the Word of God. Know our Bible. ‘sharpen your sword’.

Scriptures give us hope and encouragement and increase our faith.

Things that SAP our faith:-

- Allowing despair to override the hope that God gave us in dying on the Cross.

When? when things are not going to OUR plan, when we feel emotionally down and let our feelings rule us.

- Our own weaknesses – sin: rejecting the way of God at some point in time.

- Confusion between the Lord’s promise of Salvation and our own doubtful thoughts. 

Not putting on our helmet – not guarding our thoughts, which allow negativity to settle in.

4) Ministry is something ‘extra’ that we do. It is to serve others, not ourselves. We must believe that we are important tools for God. 

Never diminish your own potential, for God has great things in store for you. All you have to do is be faithful and submit to the will of God. 

In all these, we recognise that God alone is the one who makes things grow in our ministry. He chooses to do this through people. Thus to serve God, we must serve our neighbour. God is faithful in doing His part. Are we faithful in doing ours?

We have work to do. Faith without works is useless...We are saved through faith, for what? for Good works. 

Ephesians 2:8-10

We are His workmanship, created in Jesus Christ for good works, which God prepared beforehand.

God has chosen to bless others through us, so in all that we do, we must bear in mind that our faith and works is done for God alone, according to His will. 

