Facing The Challenge:

The Church In the 21st Century

In physics we study the movements of objects as they spin around — either in a
centrifugal or a centripetal direction. It is either moving outward from the centte,
or drawing inward from outside. However in the Church, its mission and ministry

should not be one or the other, but it should be “both..

. and.” We take care of our

own members as well as reach out to the world. And so we need to be ...

By Canon James Wong

PEOPLE WITH A VISION
The Church is to form a bridge between
today’s culture and biblical faith. It must
have its root in today’s world as well
as in the Bible. The New Testament
church is not a building nor an
organisation but the redeemed

people of God.

For example, in Acts 2:42,
fellowship was a high priority.
There were 3 ways in which
their faith — relationship was
strengthened through:

1. Regular and frequent contacts

— they met daily in the temple

courts,

2. Open — homes. They broke
bread together — open door
policy and accessible.

3. Shared ownership — (see Acts 4:32
-35), radical generosity.

Their mission priority was not just
organizing religious activities but
reaching out to people and touching
lives. For example, in the situation which
confronted the apostles in Acts 6, the

In God’s Kingdom enterprise
there will always be full employment and
no redundancy if we are fully committed

to fulfill the Great Commission.
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leadership acted wisely and quickly:

a) they reached out to the widows and
didn’t neglect their needs.

b) they took action and made plans to
solve the problem.

c) they mobilised the whole church
be involved in the solution.

So all the members participated in the
selection of the seven deacons, and there
was agreement and unanimity in their
choice (See Acts 6:3, 5-6).

“Leadersbip is the ability fo mobilise ofhers
to participate in the achievement of a comumron
Zoal " In our Singapore situation, how
do we reach out to the masses, to the
spiritually indifferent, to the poor and
needy and bring the knowledge of Christ
to them?

MISSION TO A LOST WORLD
This was the driving force and priority
of the Harly Church. For example, Peter
took the lead; Philip (though a deacon)
was an effective evangelist; even when
the believers were persecuted they went
everywhere preaching the Word (Acts
8:4) and Paul, the apostle to the gentiles,
was a great missionary and dynamic
church planter.

In the Book of Acts, we see a model
of centrifugal spread. Acts 1-6:7 in
Jerusalem, Acts 6:8-9:31 in Judea and
Samaria, Acts 9:32-12:4 in Antioch, Acts
12:5-16:5 in Asia Minor, Acts 16:6-28:10















