GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

( Institutional Gifts - Isaiah 11:2

“ The spirit of the Lord will give him wisdom and the knowledge and skill to rule his people. He will know the Lord’s will and honour him.”

( Charismatic Gifts – 1Corinthians 12 (the 9 ‘charisms’): Gifts from the Holy Spirit.

( Gifts of Service & Hospitability – 

Rom 12 – Life in God’s Service.

1Cor 12-14 – Gifts from the Holy Spirit; One Body with many Parts; Love; More about Cifts from the Spirit.

Eph 4 – The Unity of the Body.

Is 11 – The peaceful Kingdom.

( Talents

· Officially, there are 34 Gifts.

· At Baptism (of water), God gives us All the Gifts. 

· At the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, the Gifts are manifested (which were dormant before). One becomes sensitized to the Holy Spirit and empowered to use the gifts to Bear Fruits and Love.

· We must use the Gifts with boldness.

· Charisms (eg of music) – the anointing comes with the Charismatic Renewal.

· Charisms give us Personal Holiness.

Personal Holiness – Not measured by how long you pray (not like Devotional Catholics who gauge Holiness by the amount of time spent on prayer). Prayer is only a Means of Holiness.

· We must use Charisms for Unity, to Outreach & Evangelise 

· Matt 28:18 – Vision of Jesus
Always have this on mind.

 Jesus drew near and said to them, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Go then to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of the Father , the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. And I will be with you always, to the end of Age.”

· Luke 4:18 – Mission of Jesus
We must proclaim the Name of Jesus! In Obedience.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has chosen me to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed and announce that the time has come when the Lord will save his people.

THE 9 CHARISMATIC GIFTS

Wisdom – To have a Heart and Mind of what God wants. Eg. God may reveal to you how to solve another’s problem through a word of wisdom.

Word of Knowledge – God reveals a word or a sentence that edifies the person/community.

Faith – When you pray for something God will grant it. Faith is Power, because the Holy Spirit will move through you. 

Healing.
Miracles  - miracles defy scientific explanation, Eg the parting of the Red Sea. Though scientists explain it could be that the Israelites crossed when the tide was low and when the Egyptians crossed, the tide rose and drowned them. The miracle is that God used this natural phenomena to help His people. 

Prophesy.
Discernment of Spirits – To determine whether our thoughts/decisions originate from God, our own Spirit or the Evil Spirit.

Tongues – Personal Prayer, Holy Spirit speaking in you, talking to God…..etc..
Interpretation – To explain a prophesy and edify a community.

These different gifts are combined and used together. But the basic is that One must have Faith.

The Gift of Tongues is the threshold gift – from this other gifts will flow. (though there may be some other cases where other gifts are manifested first)

· If one does not have the gift, maybe it could be due to pride. We need to be Humble and totally surrendered to receive it. We need to abandon our humanity.

· It is stepping out in faith. We should all try it and experience what God can do for us if we are willing and humble.

· It is a single prayer. Eg. When a community prays in tongues, there is unison, a One-ness. (In Public Tongues Oneness is achieved)

Did you experience Love, Joy and Healing?

It is experienced through witnessing of the Power of the Holy Spirit.

If done correctly, anyone who comes in will love to have the gifts. Thus this (tongues) can bring people to God. 

In today’s context, speaking in tongues means praising God in the context of the Spirit (not like the Gospel in which it referred to speaking in different human languages).

No amount of explanation can explain it unless you experience it yourself.

Scripture says “ It is the Spirit who intercedes for us in groans…etc”

Its Purpose: Words can be limiting, but Tongues break the boundaries/barriers of Language.

Healing – How can this happen? 

· Be open. Do not doubt. Let God decide whether He wants to give it to you or not. Do not play God.

· Ask for it. And cooperate with God. Do not Test God. Try it out, open your mouth etc… 

Discernment of Spirits

To be able to identify the inspirations and promptings of the Holy Spirit. To be able to determine whether the inspirations/promptings that come into our hearts come from  God, the Devil or ourselves (emotions).

It is not always clear. The Evil Spirit seeks to confuse and mislead us by his own inspirations by mimicking the Holy Spirit. They appear in line but they are irrational towards our own Spirit. 

Consolation – To be in a state where one is in God in faith, hope and love. To be in acceptance of God’s Holy Will.
Desolation – Darkness of the Soul, turmoil of Spirit, Restlessness arising from disturbances which lead to discouragement, anger and mistrust. One seems separated from God.

What must be in place before we discern?

· A desire to do God’s will (not our own. eg we must do it for the benefit of the community & unity)

· Openness to God – We must be willing to accept God’s will.

· Having knowledge of God in what He wants of his people. Eg. Our Suggestions must not cause divisions.

· Holiness - as being different from being pious.

Other qualities:

· Humility

· Spirit of Obedience – in submitting to authority

· Charity – slow to judge and to interpret matters.

God never gives His full revelation to one single person. He gives to His entire community (so we cannot rely on one person entirely for discernment).

Healing

This is something everyone looks forward to because every individual has a need for healing. Man is broken. A foetus can feel the emotions of its parent, and so the negative emotions such as anger, hurt are already felt since the womb. 90% of this is subconscious. Thus truth is that everyone is in someway hurt in the past. 

Inner healing – when we experience this, we go back to the womb, the past and feel & experience the healing of those past emotions. 

Spiritual healing – To be healed of spiritual dryness, the lack of hope.

Physical healing – Takes place only when one is free of emotions. Eg to be physically healed we need to go through inner healing first, we need to work at the root, the emotions.

Deliverance from evil spirits/bondages – 

A specialized ministry. Exorcism: priest is appointed by the Bishop.

The case is usually oppression (due to emotional hurts) not possession (due to one selling one’s soul to the devil)

Social healing – Used in community, enabling people to move ahead together.

Psychiatry and Science reveal that Jesus heals. Doctors are physical healers blessed by God.

· Leaders are also not free from bondages. Satan will deceive. Don’t go into organisations that do not focus on Jesus. It’s a trap by the Devil.

Rev 3:20 “Listen, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come into his house and eat with him, And he will eat with me.”

· Jesus invites us to be healed. Every Christian has a talent and opportunity to bring healing   to others. We can also make use of the Sacraments and the Eucharist for Healing.

There is a greater need for healing today than before.

Charismatic Renewal is the Ministry of the Laity. We can allow healing by letting the Love of the Father come to people through us.

Manifestations during healing: 

Why do people shake/scream?  

It’s a start to inner healing. When the Spirit of God touches them.

Reasons for manifestations : 

· Temple worship

· Unforgiveness/anger/emotional hurts 

Emotional hurts – need praying over, counselling, reaching out in love. We need to shower these ppl with as much love as possible. 

We must handle it properly not abuse the gifts and charisms. Healing is not emotionalism, nor mass hysteria (temporal state of relief) nor merely controlling the mind over body. Real healing is permanent.

Prophesy

An inspired word of the Lord for a useful purpose.

· Wait upon the Lord before delivering the message.

· Observe the fruits of the people and ministry

· 1 Thes 5:20-21 - Test everything and retain what is good

“Do not despise inspired messages. Put all things to the test: keep what is good and avoid every kind of evil.”

· Matt 7:7 – “Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” The Father would give good things to those who ask Him.
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