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Chapter 4

From Scars to Stars

Exerpts:

1. “God wanted me to learn that I wasn’t just living for myself. Even my weaknesses and failures could bring glory to God and benefit others facing similar problems! I began to understand that when people are called of God, they will often be exposed to experiences that are designed to help them minister with power and authority to God’s helpless, hurting, bound sheep. This is the divine principle I describe as “turning your scars to stars”!


2. All of us have something in common: we each have a problem. Somewhere somehow, at some point in your life, trouble has touched you!... … Somewhere in the parade of your life, you have been wounded and battered, and willingly or not, you’re walking around today with your scars on display… …The most detrimental, damaging and painful scars cannot be found on the outside – they are on the inside. Unhealed, festering, and beyond the reach of most human healers and physicians…
You are in the fight, whether you know it or not.

3. The day you joined the Christian “band”, you really signed up for battle! There is a battle going on between satan and God for the souls of men… … God says “fight the good fight of faith” (1 Tim 6:12a)… …IF there is no battle, then there is no victory. If you don’t go through anything, if you don’t have to worry about anything, then you’ll never have victory either! But those who endure and survive struggles, challenges and troubles are candidates for victory. Since winners as well as losers come out of a war with scars, you need to cast all your cares upon Him; for He cares for you (see 1 Pet 5:7). 
4. Many times, God’s solution to our problem begins the moment we recognize our problem. Some of us faithfully give our tithes and offerings and the Lord continues to open up the windows of heaven. Yet as fast as He opens them, we close them back up with our bad habits!.. ..I noticed that when pressures mounted up in my life, I would go and spend hundreds of dollars to make myself feel better…. .. When I finally came out of denial and accepted full responsibility for my ungodly behaviour, I fell down before God in prayer. I lifted up my hands in surrender and told the Lord, “I repent for being an impulsive buyer.” I must confess that it took me about 30 minutes to get my hands up because I didn’t want to admit to my weaknesses. I knew my acknowledgement would force me to take responsibility for my actions.
5. The worst thing you can do is hide from the truth and pretend your weakness or scar isn’t there. God knows what you are hiding, where it is hidden, and why you are hiding behind those “fig leaves” of deception. He knows what is buried in your private closet of shame. He can tell you every time you have stood in the church building shouting “hallelujah” while you were cursing in your mind. He sees beyond the innocent smile you give the sister in the church foyer, and He sees you secretly undressing her with eyes of lust. He knows the vicious jealousy that lurks behind the trite compliments you throw out to other women in the congregation who are dressed more expensively than you are…. … If you insist on saying, “I’m not hurting at all. There is nothing and no one in my life that is hurting me..” then you are really hurting. (We all have been hurt, are being hurt, and will be hurt in the future..)
6. Jesus didn’t create you to be by yourself… Understand the hurts are “messengers from satan” sent to buffet you, knock you around, or wound you (2 Cor 12:7). But the Holy Spirit of God is able and willing to turn them around. God wants you to say, like Joseph, “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive” (Gen 50:20). 
7. You also need to know what satan uses to wound and scar you. (2 Cor 2:11b). The enemy has agents strategically organised to attack the servants of God. They know when you are most vulnerable but they just can’t seem to understand how God works in us! Satan uses your memory of hurts, failures and sins from the past to entangle you in things that were washed away under the blood of Christ long ago. He will do this best to keep you from forgetting the past. He also uses the emotions of anger, grief, pity and jealousy to sway us from the truth of God’s Word. He also uses sins of the heart like bitterness, envy, unforgiveness and worry. Did you know that bitterness is sin?

8. Satan wants you to worry because it is a statement that loudly says, “My God isn’t big enough to handle my situation.” That is a trap from satan to make you think you are equipped to handle a situation by yourself.

9. He uses doubt to create unbelief and produce one of his favourite emotions: fear. I have never seen so many saints running scarred in my life. Believers are panicking over the economy, the anti-Christ, the liberals in government and position in world trade. What happened to God in this picture? Did somebody suddenly break His arm and steal His power? A lot of Christians are sure acting like it. 

10. The enemy also likes to use hatred. He loves to create friction and foster unforgiveness in our relationships, hoping we won’t resolve them… …The enemy especially likes to sow discord among friends in the Body of Christ.
Learn to recognize the tactics of the enemy

11. The solution to every problem is your faith in God. Faith is the opposite of fear. Fear blocks; faith opens up. Fear locks up, but faith moves out and against. Fear brings doubt, but faith brings belief. Fear wounds you, but faith heals you and transforms your scars to stars! Deal with your problems, hurts, headaches, tears, fears and worries through faith.
READ THIS!!:  

12. Today, people don’t read Bibles – even Christians! Our generation seems bent on preparing “jet saints” for the “jet age,” but God says, “I am going to anoint some of you with the ability to become living epistles. People may no longer read the Word of God, but they will read your life!” Somebody has to go through financial struggles, identity crises, loneliness, alcohol and chemical addictions…etc. Why? So God can bring them out with bold, irrefutable testimonies to His glory and faithfulness!...  
13. The world will see God take the crooked things in our lives and make them straight. People will see God take the darkness out of our lives and make it light! They will see God make a hopelessly depressed woman full of joy for a lifetime. People will see God in your life if you are willing to pay the price to become a living epistle!
The world needs living epistles to read.

14. The only way for the world to know the glory of God and see that He does work miracles is for it to happen through you! We need to stand in the same kind of faith as those who went before us, “who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions” (Heb 11:33).

15. Too many of us want out of the fire, out of the den and out of the grave too soon! Some of the things you will face in this life can actually kill your hope, your vision, your dreams and even your desire to live if you have not learned to trust him implicitly.
