Matthew
Chapter 7
1 
1 2 "Stop judging, that you may not be judged. 

2
 For as you judge, so will you be judged, and the measure with which you measure will be measured out to you. 

3 
Why do you notice the splinter in your brother's eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in your own eye? 

4 
How can you say to your brother, 'Let me remove that splinter from your eye,' while the wooden beam is in your eye? 

5 
You hypocrite, 3 remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will see clearly to remove the splinter from your brother's eye. 

6
"Do not give what is holy to dogs, 4 or throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them underfoot, and turn and tear you to pieces. 

7 
"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 

8 
For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

9 
Which one of you would hand his son a stone when he asks for a loaf of bread, 5 

10 
or a snake when he asks for a fish? 

11 
If you then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good things to those who ask him. 

12 
6 "Do to others whatever you would have them do to you. This is the law and the prophets. 

13 
7 8 "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to destruction, and those who enter through it are many. 

14 
How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few. 

15
9 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but underneath are ravenous wolves. 

16 
By their fruits you will know them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 

17 
Just so, every good tree bears good fruit, and a rotten tree bears bad fruit. 

18 
A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a rotten tree bear good fruit. 

19 
Every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

20 
So by their fruits you will know them. 

21 
"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, 10 but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 

22 
Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name? Did we not drive out demons in your name? Did we not do mighty deeds in your name?' 

23 
Then I will declare to them solemnly, 'I never knew you. 11 Depart from me, you evildoers.' 

24 
12 "Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. 

25  
The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not collapse; it had been set solidly on rock. 

26 
And everyone who listens to these words of mine but does not act on them will be like a fool who built his house on sand. 

27 
The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. And it collapsed and was completely ruined." 

28 
13 When Jesus finished these words, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 

29 
14 for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 

A Reflection on Our Relationship With God

Intimacy. Closeness. 

What does it mean? We discussed yesterday after the OLPS Youth Mass that it meant a sense of peace, joy, conviction, faith and the natural desire to seek the Lord and spend quiet time. 

But I’d like to elaborate more on that…

Our relationship with God is very much reflected in our own personal relationships with people. How often do we demonstrate genuine love? It’s probably limited.. our love is demonstrated at specific times, when there is a reason to love. We probably got praised, or received something, for which we love in return. But with God, there is no reason to love. He just loves. 

What is the meaning of that? It means, he seeks us without having a reason. Because he loves us. On the contrary, we seek God, because we have loads of reasons to do so. We have problems. We have weaknesses. We have so many things we want Him to solve for us. As such, we seek Him. For His strength, for His wisdom, for everything He is able to Give us. But can we go one step further and seek him for HIM? Do we understand HIM in that manner, as a being who is worthy of our love? 

Whether we truly understand HIS love for us or not, anything we ask for, he will give. It will still come anyway.. for he said, everyone who asks, receives. So it is not really a true measure of our relationship with the Father when we are really blessed with riches. Yes God blesses us because He loves us without reason. 
 

Yet sometimes, we tend to stay just where we are. We receive, and then, stop trying to know Him better. Like how it is with our parents. After getting something from them, whom of us would be able to say that we really want to do something more and get to know our parents even better? Feel that we've known and been with them all our life anyway, what's the big deal of trying to know them even more?? We get happy living in our own worlds, and existing alongside each other. That's it.
 

But can we go one step further to KNOW this provider? Our Father in Heaven?

I was super hyper tonight.. yeah? U all know.. and so went home to watch my anime again. Yeah.. try as I might, I wanted to go read my bible but I just couldn’t. And I also couldn’t sleep. Felt like dwelling in OTHER things to give me more time to “run away” from His love. 

Which brings to mind the question.. why do we feel like skipping quiet time? Surely we must want to hear from God about the things that are on His mind? 

Why do we sometimes feel lazy and give ourselves excuses? Is it that we fear hearing from God? Maybe we feel bad after quiet time, because we would realise that we can’t live our lives the way we’ve been living. That we need to change some bad habits. That we need to change some attitudes and so on… Then we get uncomfortable and ask the Lord, “WHY? Why must I change?” But God said, if we love Him, we will obey His commandments.

Maybe we might fear getting NO response.. a sort of “rejection”…. We asked, but no answer. We feel the same.. quiet time has no meaning for that night, and we leave feeling more lost than ever. 

We might even fear that we are not “doing” the quiet time well. While we are having our quiet time with the Lord, we are all self-conscious and we keep thinking (while talking to God) things like “Er.. how can I talk to God better?” “Oh..am I praying for the right things?” or “I need to pray for this, because I feel bad about this…because I…”

But there is no fear in love. Perfect love drives out all fear. When we spend time with the Lord, it ought to be natural, fearless. Like what Martin said before… it’s gotta be a normal thing. If we are “normal” Christians, we gotta come to the Lord and it’s gotta be a “normal” behaviour. When we do not come before him, we might be nervous when we finally do so, fearful about what God is going to tell us! Goes all the more to show that our love for Him is so limited.. so scarce! 
Because we fear at times the TRUTH that God wants to reveal to us (or overridden with guilt for being away from Him for so long and now that we return, we’re like the prodigal son saying.. oh let me just come and serve my father as a slave.)
Ok, if we don’t fear.. let me ask a question then.. WHY do we not have that desired personal relationship with Him? 

Could it be that we went the opposite way, and instead of “fearing” him we overlook Him? We don’t fear God when we unconsciously “belittle” His greatness. Not saying that fear is the right way to go.. but a healthy fear of the Lord will give us a healthy perspective of HIS awesomeness and his almightiness as creator of heaven and hell and this earth!

SO what happens when we totally DO NOT FEAR God? We feel overly comfortable to come to Him.. call His name and talk with Him. But unconsciously we might be taking that superior stance.. eg. Like calling.. Jesus, Jesus.. come here. Do this for me please..  We do not hesitate to call him and we think we know Him so very well now because every other minute we are calling upon His Name!

BUT..  we need to see the fruits of this type of relationship. WE might call His name a lot but do we HAVE a relationship with Him? Or do we presume a relationship with Him?
In the anime I just watched, it talked about a character who was supposed to fight with a sword called “zangetsu”. But all he did was fight knowing the name of the sword, calling it out whenever he needed to fight. But he did not know the personality of his sword. As such, he was not able to fight together with it and draw on its power. 

Similarly.. do we fight our battles with the name of our Lord, without knowing truly who is helping us fight and drawing on His power? 
He who is inside us is the one helping us to fight. When we lose our strength for whatever reasons.. (just like Samson) and crumble inside.. just imagine.. our God.. is living INSIDE that crumbling world. Don’t you think he’d want to help us stop that crumbling? It would be so easy if we would work together with him, coz His power would help us strengthen our interior walls. But many times… we fight and swing our sword wildly, while internally, we still haven’t drawn on the power God wants to give to us….
What is that power? Faith. Hope. Love. Charity. Joy, Etc.

So then, if we are all like trees, with the Seeds of God’s word planted in us, then we ought to let the rain fall, but if the seeds have taken root in our lives, our houses will not be blown away by the wind. And after that, because of the rain.. our seeds will begin to grow and flower and bear fruit!
Fruit that bears testimony that proves to us first and foremost before anyone else, that we HAVE a relationship with Him and then we can finally say, I know my God…. I have a relationship with Him. I HAVE A RELATIONSHIP with my God!

Indeed, I want all the more to HAVE a relationship with my Lord. And not just a matter of words or name-calling. Not just a matter of knowing someone great. Not an acquaintance. But a true being in my life. An understanding of WHO created me.

Will you join me on this quest? 

God Bless,

Luv

Sam

