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The Uniqueness of Jesus


No other person in history has influenced the world for good more than Jesus Christ. His life and message have greatly changed the lives of people and nations. History is His Story, the story of the life of one man. Remove Jesus of Nazareth from history, and it would be a completely different account. 

For the past 2,000 years, He has been the centerpiece of humanity. Charles Spurgeon, an English theologian, wrote: 

Christ is the great central fact in the world's history. To him everything looks forward or backward. All the lines of history converge upon him. All the great purposes of God culminate in him. The greatest and most momentous fact which the history of the world [image: image1.png]


records is the fact of his birth.

Consider today's date on your calendar. It gives witness to the fact that Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, lived on this earth. "B.C." means "before Christ"; "A.D." is the abbreviation of anno Domini, the Latin phrase that is translated "in the year of our Lord." 

Jesus has influenced the whole world. The New Testament declares that in Christ there is neither male nor female, slave nor free. Wherever Christ has gone, human worth and personal rights have been recognized and encouraged. 

Also, institutions of higher learning and facilities for medical care have been established; child labor laws have been enacted; slavery has been abolished; and a multitude of other changes have been made for the good of mankind. 

It would be impossible to show the magnitude of Christ's influence on the world. I can only help you step closer to the mural of history to examine a few of the ways in which His life and message have made a dramatic difference in civilization. 

Social reform 
Jesus fed the hungry, healed the sick, comforted the bereaved, and loved the outcast. 

Hundreds of millions of believers through the centuries have followed His example. The more serious the social problems, the greater the desire of Christian men and women to find remedies for these ills. 

From the beginning, the followers of Jesus treated individuals with dignity and worth unknown to their pagan culture. As a result, wherever missionaries took the true gospel of Christ, social conditions dramatically improved and cultures were enriched. 

Christians established hospitals and schools, moved for prison reform, established orphanages, provided famine relief, raised the status of women, and worked to abolish cruel social customs, including cannibalism and human sacrifice. Other Christian leaders, such as William Booth, who founded the Salvation Army, began endeavors to relieve human suffering in urban areas. 

Today, committed Christian believers are fighting to halt abortion and euthanasia; they are working diligently to reduce child abuse, drug addiction, and alcoholism; they are seeking to eliminate pornography, and are taking a stand against homosexuality. Christian organizations are coordinating actions against age-old problems such as prejudice, poverty, gang violence, crime, famine, and family dysfunction. 

Medicine 
Jesus Christ also felt compassion for those who suffered from disease and handicaps. He cured the leper, healed the lame, and gave sight to the blind. In the process, He taught His disciples to show the same compassion. 

Believers have cared for the sick ever since the time of Christ. The Red Cross, founded by Christians, rose to care for the ill, encourage public health education, and relieve suffering. For multitudes of disadvantaged people today, Christians bring the love of Christ in word and deed through medical relief. 

Business 
The principles Jesus taught have made an impact on the world of business. The early church taught the dignity of labor, and believers were admonished to work hard and to shun laziness. During the Middle Ages, monasteries improved agriculture by increasing crop yields and developing methods of tillage. The church also insisted on a just price for goods and fair wages for the worker. 

The Reformation inspired dramatic changes in the world of business. By emphasizing every vocation as a "call" from God, Christians encouraged the growth of a new urban middle class. 

In more modern times, under the leadership of John Wesley and George Whitefield, many Christians, individually and in groups, began striving for reform in the workplace. Some fought for regulations to protect women and children in mines and industry. Others opposed forced labor, helped enact child labor laws, and formed labor unions. 

And many godly men such as J.L. Kraft of Kraft Cheese and J. C. Penney, who founded a merchandising empire by that name, built businesses based on biblical principles and sought to make work conditions fair and profitable for their employees. 

Science 
Christianity has had a profound influence upon science as well. The biblical view of an orderly and dependable universe formed and held together by a divine Creator became the foundation for many of history's scientific discoveries. 

Christ's teaching inspired the thinking of many celebrated forerunners of modern science, including Roger Bacon, Nicolaus Copernicus, Johannes Kepler, Galileo, Blaise Pascal, and Isaac Newton. Christian thought also was foundational to applied science - fostering industrialization, medical progress, space research, and advances in other scientific fields. 

Although during the l9th and 20th centuries many scientists tried to separate science and religion, recent discoveries and developments have shown the emptiness of science without Christ. Today, an increasing number of scientists are joining a long list of famous forerunners who have embraced a biblical faith in Christ. 

Law and government 
Christian principles have had a significant effect on law and government. The early Christians promoted justice. Converted politicians worked for legislation on behalf of widows, orphans, and the poor, and against immoral and harsh practices. Christ's influence strengthened resistance to barbaric invasion and brought orderly living to pagan tribes. 

English common law was developed from the idea that man is accountable to a higher law based on the Bible. Similarly, biblical principles of freedom and justice provide a basis for the Constitution of the United States. 

Arts and culture 
Christian ideals are reflected in art and culture. The early Christians redirected the pagan focus of the arts where they lived. Beginning with the New Testament, believers created a vital new body of literature in a dying Roman civilization. By the 6th century, the arts were preserved and developed almost exclusively within the church. 

After the Reformation, artists were inspired by many different Christian schools of thought. Lutheranism introduced a new hymnody; Roman Catholicism influenced Rembrandt; Michelangelo, Leonardo DiVinci, and Raphael expressed biblical themes in their art and sculpture. 

The dynamic spiritual music of Bach, Beethoven, and Handel rings down through the ages. John Bunyan, Dante, and Milton created their literature around scriptural motifs. Even artists who claimed no allegiance to Jesus Christ used Christian symbols and imagery in their work. 

Education 
One of the most consistent and important influences of Jesus Christ lies in education. In the first centuries, the church took upon itself the task of increasing literacy so that every believer could read the words of Jesus. 

During the Dark Ages, the church alone maintained schools, founded universities that became seats of intellectual activity, and developed great libraries. Eventually the Reformation brought learning to the masses, and literacy spread among women. A reconstruction of educational methods and curriculum resulted. Hundreds of Christian colleges were established - many of which are listed today among the most prestigious institutions in the world. 

Wherever Christian missionaries settled, a rise in literacy followed. These devout believers gave written form to hundreds of languages and taught millions of people to read and write. Today, many mission groups continue their work in disadvantaged areas of the world. 

The influence of Jesus is still revolutionizing our world. Christianity has spanned cultural diversities, prejudice barriers, and political differences. 
