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The Christian and The Holy Spirit


The Christian And The Holy Spirit

How to make the Spirit-filled life a moment-by-moment reality in your life

The truths you learn will ignite your spirit. In this study you will discover: 

· Who the Holy Spirit is and why He came 

· How to be controlled and empowered by the Holy Spirit 

· How to know when you are filled with the Spirit 

· How to overcome discouragement and live joyfully 

What This Study Will Do for You 

This study will help you live victoriously and minister effectively for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Picture this scene with me for a moment. Jesus Christ is standing with His disciples on the Mount of Olives only moments before He is to ascend into heaven. He has commanded them to wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit, who the Father had promised. 

The disciples are confused. They had expected Jesus to set up an earthly kingdom, but He had greater plans for them. "When the Holy Spirit has come upon you," He explains, "you will receive power to testify about me with great effect, to the people in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, about my death and resurrection" (Acts 1:8, TLB). 

By these words, Jesus is suggesting that though they had been with Him for more than three years, it was not enough that they had heard Him teach the multitudes and that they had seen Him heal the sick and even raise the dead. He was emphasizing that they needed to be empowered with the Holy Spirit in order to be effective and fruitful as His witnesses throughout the world. 

Later as the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, they received a divine, supernatural power that changed them from fearful men to radiant witnesses for Christ. They were used of God to help change the course of history. This same omnipotent power, the power of the Holy Spirit, is available to you and me to enable us to live holy and fruitful lives for Jesus Christ. 

You will benefit from this study in three ways: 

First, by discovering who the Holy Spirit is and why He came. 

The Holy Spirit is not a vague, ethereal being or an impersonal force. He is a person equal in every way with God the Father and God the Son, Jesus Christ. In this study you will become acquainted with God the Holy Spirit as a person and understand how He helps you accomplish all that God has called you to do. 

Second, by understanding how to be controlled and empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

You will learn why you need to be filled with the Holy Spirit and how to personally appropriate the infilling of the Spirit and walk daily in His supernatural power. You also will discover how to be filled with the Holy Spirit and understand the difference He can make in your life as a result. 

Third, by learning how to experience the reality of the Spirit-filled life moment-by-moment as a way of life. 

The Spirit-filled life is an obedient and abiding life that must be experienced daily. Our power to live a holy life and be a fruitful witness for Christ comes directly from the Holy Spirit who lives within us. This study will teach you principles that will help you experience Christ's resurrection power so you can live victoriously and minister effectively for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Foundation for Faith 
Step 3: The Christian and the Holy Spirit is part of the Ten Basic Steps Toward Christian Maturity, a time-tested study series designed to provide you with a sure foundation for your faith. Hundreds of thousands have benefited from this Bible study series during the almost forty years since it was first published in its original form. 

When you complete Step 3, I encourage you to continue your study with the rest of the Steps. 

If you are a new Christian, the Ten Basic Steps will acquaint you with the major doctrines of the Christian faith. By applying the principles you will learn, you will grow spiritually and find solutions to problems you are likely to face as a new believer. 

If you are a mature Christian, you will discover the tools you need to help others receive Christ and grow in their faith. Your own commitment to our Lord will be affirmed, and you will discover how to develop an effective devotional and study plan. 

The series includes an individual booklet for the introductory study and one for each of the ten Steps. These study guides correlate with the expanded and updated Handbook for Christian Maturity and Ten Basic Steps Leader's Guide. 

Each Step reveals a different facet of the Christian life and truth, and each contains lessons for study that can be used during your personal quiet time or in a group setting. 

I encourage you to pursue the study of Step 3 with an open, eager mind. As you read, continually pray that God will show you how to relate the principles you learn to your own situation. Begin to apply them on a daily basis, and you will make the wonderful discovery of the Spirit-filled, abundant life that Jesus promised to all who trust and obey Him. 

How to Use This Study 

Your most important objective is not to accumulate knowledge but to meet with God in a loving, personal way.

In this Step, you will find the preparatory article, "Experiencing the Power of the Holy Spirit." The article will give you a clear perspective on how you can release Christ's resurrection power in your life and ministry. Read it carefully before you begin Lesson 1. Review it prayerfully during your study. 

This Step contains six lessons plus a "Recap" or review. At the end of some of the steps you will find supplementary material. Each lesson is divided into two sections: the Bible Study and the Life Application. Begin by noting the Objective for the lesson you are studying. The Objective states the main goal for your study. Keep it in mind as you continue through the lesson. 

Take time to memorize the referenced Scripture verses. Learn each verse by writing it on a small card to carry with you. You can buy cards for these verses at any bookstore or print shop, or you can make your own by using filing cards. Review daily the verses you have memorized. 

Our Lord has commanded that we learn His Word. Proverbs 7:1-3 reminds us: 

My son, keep my words and store up my commands within you. Keep my commands and you will live; guard my teachings as the apple of your eye. Bind them on your fingers; write them on the tablet of your heart.

As you meditate on the verses you have memorized and claim God's promises, you will experience the joy, victory, and power that God's Word gives to your Christian walk. When you have finished all the studies in the entire series, you will be able to develop your own Bible study, continuing to use a systematic method for memorizing God's Word. 

How to Study the Lessons 
Casual Bible reading uncovers valuable spiritual facts that lie near the surface. But understanding the deeper truths requires study. Often the difference between reading and studying is a pen and notepad. 

Every lesson in this series covers an important topic and gives you an opportunity to record your answers to the questions. Plan to spend a minimum of thirty minutes each day - preferably in the morning - in Bible study, meditation, and prayer. 

Remember, the most important objective and benefit of a quiet time or Bible study is not to acquire knowledge or accumulate biblical information but to meet with God in a loving, personal way. 

Here are some suggestions to help you in your study time: 

· Plan a specific time and place to work on these studies. Make an appointment with God, then keep it. 

· Use a pen or pencil, your Bible, and this booklet. 

· Begin with prayer for God's presence, blessing, and wisdom. 

· Meditate on the Objective to determine how it fits into your circumstances. 

· Memorize the suggested verses. 

· Proceed to the Bible Study, trusting God to use it to teach you. Prayerfully anticipate His presence with you. Work carefully, reading the Scripture passages and thinking through the questions. Answer each as completely as possible. 

· When you come to the Life Application, answer the questions honestly and begin to apply them to your own life. 

· Prayerfully read through the lesson again and reevaluate your Life Application answers. Do they need changing? Or adjusting? 

· Review the memory verses. 

· Consider the Objective again and determine if it has been accomplished. If not, what do you need to do? 

· Close with a prayer of thanksgiving, and ask God to help you grow spiritually in the areas He has specifically revealed to you. 

· When you complete the first six lessons of this Step, spend extra time on the Recap to make sure you understand every lesson thoroughly. 

· If you feel you need more study, ask God for wisdom again and go through whatever lesson(s) you need to review, repeating the process until you do understand and are able to apply the truths to your own life. 

These studies are not intended as a complete development of Christian beliefs. However, a careful study of the material will give you, with God's help, a sufficient understanding of how you can know and apply God's plan for your life. The spiritual truths contained here will help you experience the infilling of the Holy Spirit as commanded in Ephesians 5:18 and receive God's supernatural power to share your faith in Christ with your loved ones, friends, and neighbors. 

Do not rush through the lessons. Take plenty of time to think through the questions. Meditate on them. Absorb the truths presented, and make the application a part of your life. Give God a chance to speak to you, and let the Holy Spirit teach you. As you spend time with our Lord in prayer and study, and as you trust and obey Him, you will experience the amazing joy of His presence (John 14:21). 

Experiencing the Power of the Holy Spirit 

The power of God working through ordinary men and women confounds the wise and humbles the mighty.
A dear friend, Dee Jepsen, wife of former U. S. Senator Roger Jepsen, attended a luncheon in the Senate Caucus Room on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. 

Congressmen, Cabinet members, top leaders in government, and many other respected guests were seated in the impressive room with its ornate pillars, high ceilings, and huge chandeliers. The room seemed to swell with influential people who had gathered to honor a humble servant of God. 

Then Mother Teresa entered the room. 

Mrs. Jepsen said, "She looked so tiny and out-of-place in her blue-and-white habit, old gray sweater, and sandals that had obviously carried her many miles. The room and prestigious guests seemed to dwarf her." 

Immediately the top leaders of the most powerful country in the world along with the other esteemed guests rose to their feet and applauded. Many had tears in their eyes. 

"I was struck with the contrast," Mrs. Jepsen said. "I thought, Lord, this frail woman has more power than I see in the Halls of Congress. She reflects Jesus everywhere she goes, and everyone is strangely moved." 

Mother Teresa doesn't own anything; she has never asked for material possessions nor held up her fist to demand rights for herself. Yet she has been raised to a pinnacle of recognition for her work with the destitute and dying in Calcutta, India. She has reached down into the gutter and loved those whom the world has called unlovable. A shining example of selflessness, she proves the power of God's love to transform people and touch a starved world. 

This is real power and, unlike that of the world, it confounds the wise and humbles the mighty. It is the power of God working through ordinary men and women for His glory. 

Perhaps you are wondering, Why isn't my Christian life more exciting and fulfilling? How can I receive power to live victoriously and be a fruitful witness for the Lord Jesus? 

Jesus promised, "I have come that they [you and I and all Christians] may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly" (John 10:10, NKJ). Yet, if you are an average professing Christian, you are undoubtedly thinking, There is certainly nothing abundant about my life. I try to witness, but no one is interested in what I have to say. I experience nothing but doubts, fears, frustrations, and defeat. Surely there must be something more to this Christian life, but I have never found it. 

There was a time in my own Christian ministry when I challenged Christians to witness and live holy lives for Christ, but the results were so discouraging that I began to devote most of my time and energies to evangelism, where God blessed with much more apparent results. However, as the years have passed, the Holy Spirit has helped me to see the great potential power in lukewarm Christians, if only they are awakened and harnessed for Christ. I am now convinced that the lukewarm, worldly Christian can be changed into a vital, dynamic, witnessing Christian if he will surrender his will to Christ, be filled with the Holy Spirit, and receive training in evangelism and discipleship. 

1. The Difference 

2. A Strange New Quality 

3. Who Is the Holy Spirit? 

4. Why Did the Holy Spirit Come? 

5. How Is the Holy Spirit Related to Every Christian? 

6. What Is the Spirit-Filled Life? 

7. Why Are So Few Christians Filled With the Holy Spirit? 

8. How Can You Be Filled With the Holy Spirit? 

9. How Can You Know When You Are Filled With the Holy Spirit? 

10. What Results Can You Expect From Being Filled With the Holy Spirit? 

11. Is There More Than One Filling of the Holy Spirit? 

12. How Can You Continue to Be Filled With the Holy Spirit? 

The Difference
Again and again I am reminded of the great contrast between the church of Jesus Christ today and His church of the first century. 

Some theologians would say that it is the degree of commitment. But many people all over the world are crying out to God, dedicating their lives to Christ day after day, yet they continue to live spiritually impotent and defeated lives. 

Why? Are we not told in Matthew 5:6, "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled"? 

Did not John, the beloved disciple, quote Jesus (1 John 1:57) as saying that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all, and that if we walk in the "light" we have fellowship with the Father and the Son? 

We need not live in spiritual poverty. The many thousands of promises recorded in the Word of God apply to every Christian. These promises include: assurance of God's love (John 3:16); eternal life (Romans 6:23); forgiveness of sin (1 John 1:9); provision of material needs (Philippians 4:19); the ordering of one's steps (Psalms 37:23); the secret of successful prayer (John 15:7); promise of an abundant life (John 10:10); God's promise to honor a holy life (2 Chronicles 16:9); assurance that everything that happens is for our own good (Romans 8:28); deliverance from temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13); victory over fear (1 John 4:18); and thousands of others. 

The Bible promises that every Christian can possess love, joy, peace, faith, and many other beneficial qualities. What is wrong? Why is the average Christian not experiencing this quality of life? 

Dr. Billy Graham has said that, according to his research, at least 90 percent of all Christians in America are living defeated lives. Others who are in a position to know the spiritual pulse of America have made similar statements. 

It is quite likely that, according to the law of averages, you are among that 90 percent. You may have a heart for God. You read your Bible faithfully, you pray, you witness, you are active in your church; yet year after year you continue to fight a losing battle. Temptations come. Half-heartedly you resist, then yield, surrendering until you are finally defeated. For months you journey in the slough of despondency like Mr. Christian in John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. Then you attend a spiritual retreat and you are back on the Alpine heights for a brief time. Up, down, victories, defeats! Soon you cry out with Paul in Romans 7:24, "What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?" 

As president of Campus Crusade for Christ, it has been my privilege to speak to many thousands of students each year since 1951. At the conclusion of a message that I gave at Princeton University, a devout young man approached me to express his great concern over his lack of "fruit" in witnessing. "I read my Bible for an hour. I pray for an hour, and I witness for an hour each day," he said. "I attend every Christian meeting on campus. Yet, I have never been able to introduce another to Christ. What's wrong with me?" In counseling with him, I gently probed for the answer to his problem. I knew that he meant business. He wanted to please God. He sincerely wanted his friends to know his wonderful Savior, and, according to his conduct and Christian activities, he was a model Christian. 

Jesus promises in John 14:26 and 16:13 that the Holy Spirit will teach us all things and will guide us into all truth. As I counseled with this young man, we were directed to several very important passages of Scripture that explain the person and ministry of the Holy Spirit. I shared how he could be filled with the Holy Spirit by faith based on God's command to be filled (Ephesians 5:18) and God's promise that if we ask for anything according to His will, He would hear and answer (1 John 5:14,15). When he claimed the fullness of the Holy Spirit by faith, God unlocked the door to victory and to unspeakable joy. 

The young man left the counseling room rejoicing and with an expectant heart. At that point, he began to experience a fruitful life in Christ such as he had never before known. He knew that something had happened in his life. He was a new man - no longer afraid, spiritually impotent, and defeated. Now he was bold and had power and faith to believe God. He could hardly wait to see what God was going to do through him. 

"Lord," he prayed, "who will be the first You will lead me to today?" 

In the course of the day, the Holy Spirit led this young Christian to a fellow student to whom he had previously witnessed without apparent success. But today was different. God had prepared the heart of the other student, and soon these two were bowed in prayer as the student friend received Christ. The next day this marvelous experience was repeated with another student responding as if drawn by an invisible hand. 

This is not strange, for the Word of God tells us, "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him" (John 6:44). Through the power of the Holy Spirit, this Princeton student continued to lead fellow students to Christ day after day. His own life was so wonderfully changed and empowered, so used of God, that he eventually became a minister. 

The story of this Princeton student is typical of thousands of others who have sought counsel on campus after campus across the nation and around the world. 

A young minister had earned his bachelor's and master's degrees in one of the finest theological seminaries of America, but was ineffective in his witnessing. Upon learning how he could appropriate the power of the Holy Spirit by faith, he experienced a new spirit of expectancy and joy that resulted in a victorious and fruitful life. 

A shy student at a college retreat expressed his concern for the lost, but was utterly frustrated and defeated by his fear of man. When God's power, victory, love, and faith took possession of him, he experienced joy and fruit such as he had never believed possible. Fear and defeat gave way to courage, radiance, and victory. 

Another faithful witness who heard, believed, and received, appropriated the power of the Holy Spirit and discovered that witnessing was no longer a duty, but a joy! "It is just like being released from prison," he later exclaimed. 

A Strange, New Quality 

I could quote many more examples of others whose fruitless and frustrated lives became fruitful and victorious when they received by faith the fullness and power of the Holy Spirit and discovered that these promises of Jesus were for them: 

Come along with me and I will show you how to fish for the souls of men (Matthew 4:19, TLB)! 

My Father is glorified [when] you bear much fruit (John 15:8, NKJ). 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name (John 15:16). 

Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him (Hebrews 11:6).

Through the centuries, many followers of Christ were just ordinary Christians. Nothing spectacular ever happened to them or through them. Then, as happened to Peter and the disciples, they were filled with the Holy Spirit and their lives were changed. They were no longer average. They became men and women of God, instruments of power. Their defeat turned to victory. Doubts and fear turned to assurance, joy, and faith. They were the ones who "turned the world upside down" (Acts 17:6). 

Cowardly Peter, for example, who denied Jesus three times, became the bold Peter of Pentecost who preached fearlessly. On separate occasions, 3,000 and 5,000 people believed in Christ and were added to the church as a result of his preaching. The early disciples possessed a strange new quality of life, a life of power that transformed the heart of a wicked Roman Empire during the first century. Their boldness led every one of the twelve to a martyr's grave - except John, who died in exile on the Isle of Patmos. 

The change in their lives began at Pentecost when those who were gathered together were filled with the Holy Spirit. Through this same power of the Holy Spirit, millions of others through the centuries have been transformed into vital, dynamic Christians. 

What do you know about the Holy Spirit? What does the Holy Spirit mean to you personally? 

Let us now consider who the Holy Spirit is. 

Who Is the Holy Spirit? 

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is not some vague, ethereal shadow nor an impersonal force. He is equal in every way with the Father and with the Son. All divine attributes are ascribed to the Holy Spirit. He has infinite intellect (1 Corinthians 2:11), will (1 Corinthians 12:11), and emotion (Romans 15:30). 

Dr. J. Edwin Orr, the world's foremost authority on revival, describes the Holy Spirit as "the Commander-in-Chief of the Army of Christ. He is the Lord of the harvest, supreme in revival, evangelism, and missionary endeavor. Without His consent, plans are bound to fail. It behooves us as Christians to fit our tactical operations into the plan of His strategy, which is the reviving of the church and the evangelization of the world." 

The first reference to the Holy Spirit is made in Genesis 1:2. His influence is noted throughout the Old Testament, but it becomes more pronounced in the life and ministry of our Lord. Finally, after our Savior ascended to be at the right hand of the Father, the place of power, He sent the Holy Spirit to be the "comforter" or "helper" (John 14:26 and 15:2). The Greek word for comforter or helper is paraclete, meaning the "one called along beside" the Christian as a companion and friend, also the one who energizes, strengthens, and empowers the believer in Christ. 

The Holy Spirit is also called the: 

· Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 3:16) 

· Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9) 

· Spirit of Life (Romans 8:2) 

· Spirit of Truth (John 16:13) 

· Spirit of Grace (Hebrews 10:29) 

· Spirit of Promise (Ephesians 1:13) 

Why Did the Holy Spirit Come? 

The Holy Spirit came to bear witness of the Lord Jesus Christ and to glorify Him (John 16:13,14). As Jesus had come to exalt and reveal the Father, the Holy Spirit was sent to exalt and glorify the Son, Jesus Christ. 

It logically follows, then, that the more we allow the Holy Spirit to control our lives, the more we will love and serve the Lord Jesus, and the more we will be conscious of His loving and abiding presence. 

When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we are filled with Jesus Christ. Thus, when we are filled with the Lord Jesus Christ, a power much greater than our own is released within us and through us for service and victorious living. 

How is the Holy Spirit Related to Every Christian? 

A Christian is one who has received Jesus Christ into his life as Savior and Lord, according to John 1:12; John 3:5,6; and 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

At the time of our spiritual birth, the Holy Spirit: 

· Regenerates us (John 3:5,6) 

· Comes to dwell within us (1 Corinthians 3:16) 

· Seals us in Christ (Ephesians 1:13; 4:30) 

· Is the earnest or guarantee of the inheritance that we will one day receive (2 Corinthians 5:5) 

· Baptizes us into the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3,4) 

· Fills and empowers us for service (Acts 1:8) 

These acts by the Holy Spirit concern our positional relationship in the Body of Christ and may or may not be accompanied by an emotional experience. 

These truths do, however, acquaint us with the thrilling fact of our union with Christ: "you are in me, and I am in you" (John 14:20). We exchange our weakness for His power, our sinfulness and defeat for His holiness and victory. 

As a result of this relationship with Christ, each of us has the potential to witness with power and to live a life of victory over sin. This potential power, the life of Jesus Christ in us, is released by faith as we surrender the control of our life to the Lordship of Christ and to the Holy Spirit. Since it is the ministry of the Holy Spirit to glorify Christ, Jesus Christ now has unhindered opportunity to work in and through us to perform His perfect will. 

Each of us must be filled with the Holy Spirit to be an effective witness for Christ: 

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).

Every biblical reference to the filling of the Holy Spirit, in both the Old Testament and the New Testament, relates to power for service and witness. 

Our response to the filling of the Holy Spirit may vary - from a calm assurance of power and a quiet realization of greater faith in Christ and the promises of His Word, to an emotional experience. 

First Corinthians 12 teaches us that we are all members of the Body of Christ. As various parts of the human body have different functions, so various members of the Body of Christ have different responsibilities in His kingdom. We should not belittle another's gift. Neither should we seek to imitate another in the "experience of filling" or in the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Rather, we must leave the assignment of the gifts, and the manner in which they are revealed, to the Holy Spirit. 

Further, according to 1 Corinthians 13, these gifts will profit little unless we are motivated by love. 

We are admonished in Ephesians 5:17-20: 

Do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. Do not get drunk on wine...Instead be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The apostle Paul was suggesting that a Spirit-filled Christian will know God's will, and may give the impression of being "Spirit-intoxicated" because of the joy, radiance, boldness, and courage that he frequently demonstrates. Also, as this passage suggests, a Spirit-filled Christian is continually praising God in his heart and giving thanks for all things. He realizes, in a way that he could not while in his worldly state, that all he is and has is by the grace of God. 

Beginning with the day of Pentecost and continuing through the centuries, the work of God has always been accomplished through men and women who were filled with the Holy Spirit - men such as Peter, Paul, and all the disciples. 

In more recent times, men like John Wesley, Jonathan Edwards, Charles Finney, Dwight L. Moody, Charles Spurgeon, G. Campbell Morgan, R.A. Torrey, Billy Graham, and scores of other Christian leaders who have been filled with the Holy Spirit have been greatly used to further the cause of Christ and His kingdom. However, the filling of the Holy Spirit is not limited to Christian leaders, but is available to each of us who meets God's terms. 

Hear what some of these men and women of God say about the importance of every Christian being filled with the Holy Spirit: 

Men ought to seek with their whole hearts to be filled with the Spirit of God. Without being filled with the Spirit, it is utterly impossible that an individual Christian or a church can ever live or work as God desires. - Andrew Murray

Christians are as guilty for not being filled with the Holy Spirit as sinners are for not repenting. They are even more so, for as they have more light, they are so much the more guilty. - Charles G. Finney

The Spirit-filled life, that life that permits His fullness in a sustained overflow, is the only life that can please God. - Norman B. Harrison

The great purpose in the filling of the Holy Spirit is power for service. The best and most-used Christians known to me have been men who have testified to a deeper experience of the filling of the Holy Spirit. - J. Edwin Orr

I believe that it is impossible for any Christian to be effective either in his life or in his service unless he is filled with the Holy Spirit who is God's only provision of power. - Henrietta C. Mears

Read the biographies of God's men and you will discover that each one sought and obtained the endowment of power from on high. One sermon preached in the anointing is worth a thousand in the energy of the flesh. - Dr. Oswald J. Smith

I wish again to make it especially clear that the Holy Spirit already dwells within every believer and the special power that attends the filling of the Holy Spirit is not reserved for Christian leaders alone. Every Christian not only has the prerogative of being filled with the Holy Spirit, but is also admonished to be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). Therefore, if a Christian is not filled with the Spirit, we may be certain that He has the power to fill us the very moment we invite Him to do so. 

I assure you that, according to the promises of the Word of God and what I have learned from my observations and personal experiences, Jesus is far more willing to give His love and forgiveness, His power for service, and a life of victory over sin than we are to receive them. Jesus is far more eager to fill us with the Holy Spirit than you and I are to be filled. 

Why, then, are so many Christians living in defeat? Why are so few effective witnesses for Christ? Why are so few filled with the Holy Spirit? 
What Is the Spirit-Filled Life? 

The Spirit-filled life is the Christ-filled life. The Spirit-filled Christian is one who, according to Romans 6:11, considers himself dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. The One who has been given "all authority in heaven and on earth" (Matthew 28:18) and in whom "all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form" (Colossians 2:9) can now express that power through the Spirit-filled believer. The One who came to seek and to save the lost now begins to seek the lost through the Christian. He directs the Christian's steps to those who are lost and to those who are in need. He begins to use the Christian's lips to tell of His love. His great heart of compassion becomes evident in the life of the Spirit-filled Christian. 

In a very real sense, the Christian gives up his life, his spiritual impotence, defeat, and fruitlessness for the power and victory of Jesus Christ. This is what the great missionary statesman Hudson Taylor referred to as the "exchanged life." 

When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we are filled with Jesus Christ. We no longer think of Christ as One who helps us do some kind of Christian task but, rather, Jesus Christ does the work through us. Christ does not want us to work for Him. He wants us to let Him do His work in and through us. This is the glorious experience that the apostle Paul knew when he said in Galatians 2:20, "I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me." Our body now becomes Christ's body to use as He wills; our mind becomes His mind to think His thoughts; our will is now controlled by His will; our total personality, time, and talents are now completely His. 

The apostle Paul goes on to say, "The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." Faith in whom? Faith in the Son of God, the One who loved us and gave Himself for us, the One who has been given "all authority in heaven and on earth." 

Think of it! Can you grasp what this means? 

If you yield your will to God the Holy Spirit and acknowledge that Jesus Christ is in fact in your life moment by moment, you are in for a great adventure. The Lord Jesus Christ will begin to draw scores of lost men and women to Himself through your yielded, Spirit-filled life.

Why Are So Few Christians Filled With the Holy Spirit? 

Basically, the problem involves the will. Man is a free moral agent. When God created us, He gave us a mind and will of our own. 

God would be breaking His own spiritual laws if He forced us to do His bidding. In Romans 10:9 Paul tells us that if we confess with our mouths Jesus as Lord, and believe in our hearts that God has raised Him from the dead, we will be saved. We must be willing to "repent," which means to turn from our own way to go God's way, before we can become a child of God. At the time of conversion our will is yielded to the will of God. However, after conversion, the heart frequently leaves its "first love." The radiance and glow that accompanied the spiritual birth experience are gone, and many Christians no longer "walk in the light, as he is in the light" (1 John 1:7). They no longer seek to do the will of God, but for various reasons have chosen to go their own way. They have decided to work out their own plan and purpose for life. Believing themselves to be free, many believers become servants of sin and finally they say with Paul: 

When I want to do good, I don't; and when I try not to do wrong, I do it anyway. Now if I am doing what I don't want to, it is plain where the trouble is: sin still has me in its evil grasp. Oh, what a terrible predicament I'm in. Who will free me from my slavery to this deadly lower nature (Romans 7:19,20,24 TLB)?

There is no one more miserable than a Christian out of fellowship with Christ. 

In this spiritual condition, we no longer experience joy in our Christian walk; we no longer desire to witness for Christ; we show little concern for those who are separately in need of the forgiveness and love of our Savior. 

What are the reasons, then, that one who has experienced the love and forgiveness that only Christ can give, one who has experienced the joy of His presence, would reject the will of God? Why would a Christian sacrifice the power of the Spirit-filled life in order to have his own way? 

Let's look at several reasons. 

Lack of knowledge 
Many Christians do not know that God's Word contains glorious truths concerning the relationship that we have with the Lord Jesus Christ, God the Father, and the Holy Spirit. This lack of information has kept many believers from appropriating the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Think of it: every Christian is a child of God (John 1:12). His sins have been forgiven, and he can continue in fellowship with Christ. God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit actually dwell in the heart of every Christian, waiting to empower and bring each child of God to his full maturity in Christ. 

Many Christians also do not realize that faith must have an object. The attributes of God are the basis of our faith. 

· God is sovereign and eternal. The Bible describes Him as the "first and the last." He had no beginning. He will have no end. Above space and time, He owes His existence to no one (Jeremiah 32:17; Revelation 1:8, 4:11; Isaiah 40:25,26; Romans 9:14-21; Ephesians 1:11). 

· God is holy. He alone is completely pure and free of evil. Because God's holiness cannot tolerate sin, a great gulf exists between Himself and man that can only be bridged through His Son, Jesus Christ (1 Samuel 2:2; Isaiah 6:1-3; Revelation 4:8). 

· God is love. His most perfect expression of love is seen at the cross upon which Jesus died for our sins (1 John 4:8-10,16). 

· God is trustworthy. His truth is inseparable from His character. Honesty and integrity are essential to God Himself. It is impossible for Him to lie or mislead (Job 34:10-12; Psalm 117:2). 

· God is all-powerful. He is the provider and sustainer of all things. As the Creator, He is intimately involved in our lives (Jeremiah 32:17-19; John 1:1-4). 

· God is all-knowing. Nothing escapes His attention or catches Him by surprise (Psalm 147:5; 1 John 3:20). 

I encourage you to study His attributes as revealed in His Word. Our view of God affects everything we think, say, and do as Christians. We are made in His image, and He desires to be known by us. Knowing Him and seeking Him more fully will make you more like Him through our wonderful Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Pride 
Pride has kept many Christians from being filled with the Holy Spirit. Pride was the sin of Satan (Isaiah 14:12-14). Pride was the first sin of man as Adam and Eve wanted to be something they were not. Pride is at the root of most of man's self-imposed estrangement from God. The self-centered, egocentric Christian cannot have fellowship with God because "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble" (1 Peter 5:5). 

Fear 
Fear of man keeps many Christians from being filled with the Holy Spirit. Proverbs 29:25 tells us, "The fear of man brings a snare." One of the greatest tragedies of our day is that many Christians conform to the conduct and standards of our non-Christian society. Many are afraid to be different, ashamed to witness for the One "who loved us and gave Himself for us." 

In 1 Peter 2:9 we are told: 

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Remember: 

The Lord delights in those who fear [reverence that leads to obedience] him, who put their hope in his unfailing love (Psalm 147:11).

Jesus said: 

If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him (Luke 9:26).

Secret sin 
Unconfessed sin keeps many Christians from being filled with the Holy Spirit. Perhaps God has reminded you of a lie you have told that has damaged someone's reputation; or stolen merchandise or money that has not been returned; or an unethical transaction; or cheating on an exam; or any number of acts that He wants you to confess to Him. He may lead you to make restitution to those you have wronged (Matthew 5:23,24). If so, be obedient to His leading. 

We may be able to hide these things from our friends and others, but we cannot hide them from God. "Would not God have discovered it, since he knows the secrets of the heart?" (Psalm 44:21). Is there anyone whom you have not forgiven? If so, God will not forgive you (Mark 11:25,26). However, if we confess these sins to God as the Lord directs us, He will forgive and cleanse us (1 John 1:9). 

Worldly-mindedness 
A love for material things and a desire to conform to the ways of a secular society keep many Christians from being filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world - the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does - comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever (1 John 2:15-17).

Man lives a brief span of years and then is gone from this earthly scene. As Christians, we should make careful and frequent evaluations of how we invest our time, talents, and treasure in order to accomplish the most for the cause of Christ. 

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things [the necessities of life] will be given to you as well (Matthew 6:24,33).

Lack of trust in God 
This keeps many Christians from fully surrendering their wills to Him and from being filled with the Holy Spirit. Many have a fear that amounts almost to superstition that, if they surrender themselves fully to God, something tragic will happen to test them. They may fear that they will lose a loved one. Some worry that God will send them against their wills to a remote section of the world as a missionary to a savage tribe. 

I remember well a young college student who had such fears - he was afraid that God would change his plans. As we reasoned together, I reminded him that God's love was so great that He sent His only begotten Son to die for his sins. We spoke of a Savior who loved him so much that He gladly gave His life on the cross and shed His blood for him. Then I asked the question, "Can you trust a God like that?" 

He replied, "I had never thought of it that way - I can and will trust Him." 

This young man eventually finished seminary and joined our Campus Crusade staff. He is one of the most fruitful and victorious Christians I know. 

You can trust God with your life, your loved ones, your money, your future, everything? Not only is He a loving Father, but God's love is wiser than that of any earthly father and is more tender than that of any earthly mother. So do not be afraid to trust God with your whole life every moment of every day, and He will fill you with His Holy Spirit. 

I have two sons whom I love dearly. Suppose, when they were very young, they had come to me and said, "Daddy, we love you and have been thinking about how we can show our love for you. We've decided that we will do anything that you want us to do." 

Now, how would I have responded? Would I have said, "Boys, I have been waiting for just this moment. Now that you have relinquished your will to mine, I am going to lock you in your rooms, give away all your favorite possessions, and make you do all the things you most dislike. I will make you the most miserable boys in this city." 

Of course not! 

I would have responded by trying to demonstrate my love for them in an even greater way. In the same way, our heavenly Father is ready to bless and enrich our lives the moment we surrender our wills, our all, to Him. 

These and many other experiences of defeat have kept many Christians from experiencing the joy of the Spirit-filled life. 

Now let me ask you, do any of the following apply to you? 

· An exalted feeling of your own importance 

· Love of human praise 

· Anger and impatience 

· Self-will, stubbornness, unteachability 

· A compromising spirit 

· Jealous disposition 

· Lustful, unholy actions 

· Dishonesty 

· Unbelief 

· Selfishness 

· Unnatural love of money, beautiful clothes, cars, houses, or land 

Perhaps you are wondering, Is it necessary for me to gain victory over all of my defeats and frustrations before I can be filled with the Holy Spirit? 

Absolutely not! 

Just as Jesus Christ is the only one who can forgive your sins, so the Holy Spirit is the only One who can give you victory and power over your failures and weaknesses.

How Can You Be Filled With the Holy Spirit? 
First, we need to understand that just as people have many different experiences when they receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, so they have different experiences when they are filled with the Holy Spirit. You may have responded, for example, to an invitation to receive Christ in an evangelistic campaign, while someone else may have received Christ quietly in the privacy of his home as I did. Each of you is born again, and your life is changed by the power of Christ. Of course, there are scores of other circumstances and experiences through which sincere people meet the Savior and become "new creatures in Christ." In like manner, we are filled with the Spirit in different ways. 

To be "filled with the Spirit," however, does not mean that we receive more of the Holy Spirit, but that we give Him more of ourselves. As we yield our lives to the control of the Holy Spirit and are filled with His presence and power, He has greater freedom to work in and through our lives, enabling us to better exalt and glorify Christ. 

God is too great to be placed in a man-made mold. However, there are certain spiritual laws that are inviolate. Since the Holy Spirit already dwells within every Christian, it is no longer necessary to "wait in Jerusalem" as Jesus instructed the disciples to do, except to make personal preparation for His empowering. The Holy Spirit fills us with His power as we yield ourselves more and more to His control. 

It is possible for you to be at a quiet retreat and become filled with the Holy Spirit. It is likewise possible for you to be filled with the Holy Spirit while walking down a busy street, provided you have a genuine desire to yield your will to the Lord Jesus Christ. Such was the experience of Dwight L. Moody. It is even possible for you to be filled with the Holy Spirit and know something wonderful has happened, yet be completely ignorant at the time of what has actually taken place. 

Do you want to be filled with the Holy Spirit? What are your motives? Are you looking for some ecstatic experience, or do you sincerely desire to serve the Lord Jesus Christ with greater power and effectiveness? Do you want, with all of your heart, to help others find Christ? 

I do not want to suggest that the steps I am about to propose are the only way in which you can be filled with the Holy Spirit. But I offer this spiritual formula because it is scriptural, and I know from experience that it works. 

I urge you to consider it prayerfully: 

1. Realize that you are commanded to "be filled with the Spirit." 

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18).

This is an admonition of God. Do you think that He would ask you to do something beyond what you are able to experience? 

2. Know that you will receive power for service when you are filled. 

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).

If you have no desire to be a witness for Jesus Christ, or if you have no power in your witness, you may be sure that you are not filled with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit came in order for the disciples - and for you and me - to receive power. Why do we need power? To be Christ's representatives by the holy life we live and by the faithful, fruitful witness we share right where we are and, through our prayers and finances, to the remotest part of the earth. Can you sincerely say that this is your motive for wanting to be filled with the Spirit? 

3. Hunger and thirst for the filling of the Holy Spirit. 
This means having a strong desire for the revitalizing fullness and power of the Holy Spirit. John records: 

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified (John 7:37-39). 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled (Matthew 5:6).

4. Completely surrender to the Lordship of Christ and God's will. 
When you are ready to respond to the gracious invitation of our blessed Savior, "If a man is thirsty, let him come to me and drink," you are ready to relinquish your will for the will of God. Therefore, this fourth step involves a complete surrender of your will, without reservation, to the will of God. You have come to the place where you joyfully anticipate knowing and doing His will because you know God is loving and trustworthy and that His will is best. 

Until this moment, the Holy Spirit has been just a "guest" in your life, for He came to live in you the moment you became a Christian. But sometimes He was locked in a small closet while you used the rest of the house for your own pleasure. 

Now you want Him to be more than a guest. As a matter of fact, you want to turn over the title deed of your life to Him and give Him the keys to every room. You invite the Holy Spirit into the library of your mind, the dining room of your appetites, the parlor of your relationships, the game room of your social life.. You invite Him into the small hidden rooms where you have previously engaged in secret, shameful activities. All of this is past. Now, you want Him to be the Master and Lord. 

The challenge of Romans 12:1,2 has become clear and meaningful to you and you want to present your body as a living and holy sacrifice, "pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of worship." You also no longer want to be conformed to this world, but you want to be transformed by the renewing of your mind. "Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will." 

Now you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who lives within you. You are not your own anymore for "you were bought at a price" with the precious blood of the Lord Jesus. Therefore, you now want to glorify God in you body and in your spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19,20). 

Now, with all of your heart, you want to put the kingdom of God first in your life (Matthew 6:33). 

Now you want to: 

...set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God (Colossians 3:1,3).

Now you can say with joy unspeakable, as Paul did: 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me (Galatians 2:20).

You have exchanged your life for the life of Christ. If you can say these things and mean them with all of your heart, you are ready for the fifth step. However, before we discuss this next step, let me call your attention to the words of our Savior found in John 15:18,20: 

If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. Remember the words I spoke to you: "No servant is greater than his master." If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.

The Spirit filled life is not always an easy one, though it is always filled with joy, adventure, and thrills, the likes of which one cannot possibly experience any other way. 

Whether or not we are Christians, we are going to have problems in this life. Christians or not, we will one day die. If I am going to be a Christian, I want all that God has for me and I want to be all that He wants me to be. If I am to suffer at all, and one day die, why not suffer and die for the highest and best, for the Lord Jesus Christ and His gospel! 

Before we leave this thought, let me ask you a question. Have you ever heard of one of God's saints who has suffered for the cause of Christ expressing any regrets? I never have! I have heard only of praise, adoration, and thanksgiving to God for the privilege of serving Christ, no matter how difficult the task. On the other hand, I have heard many who have received Christ late in life tell how sorry they are that they waited so long. Do not develop a martyr's complex, but do not expect a "bed of roses" either. 

Before we go on, let's review the steps that we have discussed in preparation for the filling of the Holy Spirit: 

1. Realize that you are commanded to be filled. 
2. Know that you are promised power for service when you are filled. 
3. Hunger and thirst for the filling of the Holy Spirit. 
4. Completely surrender to the Lordship of Christ and God's will. 

If you are uncertain about any of these steps, go back over the material carefully and prayerfully. Study the Scripture verses presented in each step. Ask God to prepare you for the next step in receiving the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 

5. Appropriate the filling of the Holy Spirit by faith. 
If you are a Christian, God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are already living within you. Great spiritual power and resources are available to you. To be filled with the Spirit, trust Him to control and empower you according to His command and promise. 
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In Ephesians 5:18, we are commanded: 

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.

And in 1 John 5:14,15, we are promised: 

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that He hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of him.


We know that it is God's will that we be filled with His Spirit. Therefore, as we ask the Holy Spirit to fill us, we can know according to the Word of God that our prayer is answered. 

Like our salvation, the filling of the Holy Spirit is a gift of God - we do not and cannot earn either. Both are received by the complete yielding of our wills, in faith, when we have confessed our sins and met the other conditions mentioned in Lesson 4 of this Step. 

6. Expect to be filled. 
There is no place in the Bible where you are told to pray for the filling of the Holy Spirit. You are filled by faith just as you received Christ by faith. Paul wrote: 

Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him (Hebrews 11:6).

Do you believe God wants you to be filled with the Holy Spirit? 

Do you believe God has the power to fill you with the Holy Spirit? 

In Matthew 9:28,29, Jesus talked to the blind men and asked of them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" 

They said to Him, "Yes, Lord." 

Then He touched their eyes, saying, "According to your faith will it be done to you." 

Find a quiet place where you can be alone and reread the Bible verses given in the preceding paragraphs. You do not have to wait for the Holy Spirit. He is already dwelling within you if you are a Christian. He is waiting for you to allow Him to fill you. Remember, "According to your faith will it be done to you," and "He rewards those who earnestly seek Him." 

Since the object of your faith is God and His Word, I suggest that you ask Him to fill you, then claim the fullness of His Spirit as an expression of your faith in God's command and promise. Without begging or pleading just say: 

Dear Father, I need You. I hunger and thirst for a more vital relationship with You. I admit that I have been in control of my life. As a result, I have sinned against You. 

Thank You for forgiving my sins through Christ's death on the cross for me. I now confess and turn from my sins and surrender the control of my life to the Lord Jesus. 

By faith I invite You to fill me with the Holy Spirit as You commanded me to be filled. You promised to fill me if I ask according to Your will. I pray this in the authority of the name of Jesus Christ. 

To demonstrate my faith, I now thank You for filling me with Your Holy Spirit and taking control of my life. Amen.

Have you honestly yielded your life to Christ, your will to His will? 

Do you believe that you are filled with the Holy Spirit at this moment? If so, thank Him for that. Thank Him for His indwelling presence and power. Thank Him by faith for victory over defeat and for effectiveness in witnessing. Praise God and give thanks continually (Ephesians 5:20; 1 Thessalonians 5:18). 
How Can You Know When You Are Filled With the Holy Spirit? 

There are two very good ways of knowing when you are filled with the Holy Spirit: 

1. By the promises of the Word of God 
2. By personal experience 

If you have faithfully yielded to the will of God and sincerely surrendered your will to Him in accordance with the steps outlined here, if you have asked Him to fill you, He has filled you. 

Is it His will that you be filled, according to Ephesians 5:18? Then, can you believe that He has heard you (1 John 5:14,15)? Now, can you know with or without feelings that you have what you desired of Him? 

God's Word promises us that we can know. Therefore, on the basis of His Word you can know that you are filled, if you have met the conditions given in His Word. 

What about feelings? You may or may not have an emotional response at the time you kneel in prayer and ask for the filling of the Spirit. 

In counseling with many students, as well as adults, I have found that the majority experience a calm assurance that they are filled, and with this assurance comes a spirit of expectancy that God is going to use them in a way they have never been used before to introduce others to Christ. Greater faith in God and His Word is born in the hearts of those who have been filled with the Holy Spirit. Results? Greater faith, power, boldness, and effectiveness in witnessing..

What Results Can You Expect From Being Filled With the Holy Spirit? 
Now comes the real test that will determine if you are truly filled with the Holy Spirit. Do you find that you have a greater love for Christ? Are you more concerned for those who do not know His love and forgiveness? Are you experiencing a greater faith, boldness, liberty, and power in witnessing? If so, you are filled with the Spirit. Jesus Christ is beginning to express His life and love through and in you. 

Remember, Jesus promised that we would receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon us. After receiving power we will naturally want to be His witnesses wherever we are (Acts 1:8). 

It is definitely true that you will have greater love for Christ, for your fellow man, and for the Word of God when you are filled with the Holy Spirit. As Paul said in Romans 5:5, "God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us." Also, the fruit of the Spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22, 23) - will become more evident in your life. 

However, there is a difference between the fruit of the Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit. 

The filling of the Holy Spirit is given for power and boldness in witnessing for Christ. Most Christian leaders agree with Dr. R.A. Torrey who said: 

I have gone through my Bible time and time again checking this subject and I make this statement without the slightest fear of successful contradiction that there is not one single passage in the Old Testament or the New Testament where the filling with the Holy Spirit is spoken of, where it is not connected with testimony for service.

As a Christian abides in Christ, living in the fullness of the Spirit, the fruit of the Spirit is developed and the Christian becomes more mature spiritually. 

The maturing of the fruit of the Spirit is a lifetime process that goes on continually as Christ-like characteristics are being formed in the life of the Christian. Some Christians give greater evidence of the fruit of the Spirit than do others because of a greater degree of yieldedness to His working. 

The more we acknowledge ourselves to be dead to sin and give allegiance to the Lord Jesus Christ and His life within us, and the more we allow Him through the power of the Holy Spirit to live out His life through us, the more evident will be the fruit of the Spirit. 

Although the development and maturing of the fruit of the Spirit is a long process, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are given at the time a person becomes a Christian. Though every believer who is filled with the Spirit receives power for witnessing, not every Christian receives the same gift, according to 1 Corinthians 12. Some are called to be apostles, some prophets, others evangelists, pastors, and teachers (Ephesians 4:11). Therefore, we must let the Lord direct us into the place of service He has for us. 

Do not imitate the ministry of someone else. Be patient. Do not decide what you should do with your life or where you should serve Christ. He will express His life in and through you as you continue to study His Word and remain obedient and sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Through God's Word, the direction of the Holy Spirit, and the wise counsel of mature Christians, you will discover what God's will is for you. 
How Can You Know When You Are Filled With the Holy Spirit? || Home || Is There More Than One Filling of the Holy Spirit?
Is There More Than One Filling of the Holy Spirit? 

Yes, we can experience many fillings of the Spirit if we yield to Christ. We should be filled for each new opportunity of Christian service. The admonition to be filled with the Holy Spirit in Ephesians 5:18 literally means, in the original Greek, to be filled with the Spirit constantly and continually - to keep on being filled as a way of life. 

How Can You Continue to Be Filled With the Holy Spirit? 

The Christian is utterly and wholly dependent on the Holy Spirit for all spiritual victory and power. Therefore, the more yielded we are, the more liberty the Holy Spirit will have in working through our life in leading others to the Lord and bringing us to spiritual maturity in Christ. 

Let me give you several practical suggestions to help you live in the fullness of the Spirit moment by moment for the rest of your life. 

1. Meditate on these glorious truths: 
Jesus Christ literally dwells within you. You are dead to self and sin and to all personal and selfish desires. You are alive to God through Jesus Christ (Romans 6:11). You have exchanged your life with all its sin, frustrations, and defeats for the victorious and triumphant life of Christ, in whom "all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily from, and in him you have been made complete, and he is the head over all rule and authority" (Colossians 2:9,10 NASB). 

Just think, the One who dwells in your heart is the One who claims all power in heaven and on earth! This is why Paul said, "I can do everything through him who gives me strength" (Philippians 4:13). 

You have buried "Old Adam." You have screwed the lid down on the coffin and covered it with six feet of sod. Jesus Christ is not helping you to live the Christian life with your old sin nature. Rather He is now using your body as His Temple, your mind to think His thoughts, your heart to express His love and compassion, your lips to speak His truths. 

His will has become your will. At first you may find it necessary to acknowledge and confirm many, many times during the day that this transaction has taken place. You may find it necessary to change your whole way of thinking and praying. Don't think, "What can I do for Christ?" or pray, "God, use me to do this or that for You." Pray rather, "Lord Jesus, I am Yours totally and completely without reservation. Use me as You wish. Send me wherever You will, for I am dead and my life is hidden with Christ in God." 

Seek to abide in Christ (1 John 2:6). What is involved in abiding in Christ? Jesus said, "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love" (John 15:10, NASB). 

To abide is to keep His commandments. To keep His commandments is to obey. The abiding life is an effortless life. How slowly we arrive at this simple fact: A branch does not try to produce fruit, any more than a light bulb tries to shine. Neither has any need to try; they simply draw upon an inexhaustible supply of life and energy. In doing so, they scarcely touch the fringe of their resources. 

The Christian has infinitely greater resources. The One who created plant life and electric energy is the One who lives in us. Why do we need to try? Only because we are not abiding. The truest test of Christian living is, Am I trying or am I abiding? If I find myself still trying, I am not yet a clear channel through which His life can flow. 

Meditate on the following portions of Scripture: John 14, 15, and 16; Matthew 6; Colossians 3; Ephesians 5; Romans 6, 8, 12, and 14; 1 Corinthians 13; 1 John 1; Hebrews 11; Galatians 5; and Psalm 37:1-7, 23, 24. 

I suggest that you use a notebook and outline each of these chapters, listing especially those suggestions you believe will help you abide in Christ. Continue to use your notebook for outlining other Bible verses and for recording key passages you would like to memorize. There are many portions of Scripture that will help you abide in Christ. 

2. Spend a definite time each day in prayer to establish fellowship with God. Seek His guidance and pray for the souls of men. 
If you want to walk in the fullness and power of the Holy Spirit, you need to draw upon the inexhaustible resources of God's love, wisdom, forgiveness, and abundant grace. It is impossible to do this without spending unhurried time in fellowship with our Lord in prayer. Just as spending unhurried time together enhances a marriage or any other relationship, so special time with God each day enhances our "first love" relationship with Him. 

As you bow in prayer, you are tapping a source of power that can change lives. Make a list of people you know who need to receive Christ. Then pray for them daily (Ephesians 6:18 and 1 Samuel 12:23), expecting God's mighty power to prepare their hearts and draw them to the Savior. 

3. Spend time daily reading and studying the Word of God. 
Studying and meditating upon the Word of God is equally important. After many years of working with thousands of Christians, I am convinced that one cannot enjoy the full and abundant life apart from the proper balance among Bible study, prayer, and sharing Christ with others out of the overflow of an obedient, Spirit-filled life. 

In addition to studying the Word, make a practice of memorizing key Bible verses (see Hebrews 4:12, 1 Corinthians 2:9-12; Psalm 119:4,9,15,16,97,98,103,105,130). 

4. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit. 
The moment you do something you know is wrong, you will grieve the Holy Spirit if you do not confess it. 

What do we mean by grieving the Holy Spirit? The Spirit is holy, and He is displeased and saddened when a Christian commits sin and continues its practice. Therefore, if you want to continue to be filled with the Holy Spirit and to have power in witnessing for Christ, live a yielded, holy life. 

You can do this by practicing "Spiritual Breathing." Like physical breathing, Spiritual Breathing is a process of "exhaling" the impure and "inhaling" the pure. It is an exercise in faith that enables you to experience God's love and forgiveness and walk in the Spirit as a way of life. 

To "exhale" spiritually, confess any known sin in your life. God's Word promises in 1 John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness." 

By confession, you agree with God that your action is sinful and therefore grievous to Him; you acknowledge that Christ has paid the penalty for your sin; then you repent by turning away from your wrongdoing. 

[image: image1.png]



To "inhale" spiritually, simply appropriate the fullness of God's Spirit by faith. Invite Him to direct, control, and empower your life according to His promise in Acts 1:8. 

The average Christian does not understand this concept of Spiritual Breathing as an exercise of faith and, as a result, lives on a spiritual roller coaster. He goes from one emotional experience to another living most of his life as a worldly Christian, controlling his own life, and grieving the Holy Spirit. 

5. Do not quench the Holy Spirit. 
Be sensitive to His leading for He is all-knowing. He has infinite wisdom and knowledge and will lead you into all truth (John 16:13). Never say no to Him. As you grow accustomed to the Spirit-filled, Christ-directed life, you will have many wonderful experiences such as Philip had (Acts 8:26-29) when the Holy Spirit led him to speak to the Ethiopian, and as Paul had (Acts 16:9) when he was called to Macedonia to preach the gospel. 

The most thrilling experiences of my entire life have been those when the still, small voice of the Spirit spoke to my heart, telling me to speak to specific individuals about Christ. As I talked with them in obedience to the Spirit's leading, I always discovered that the Holy Spirit had prepared their hearts for my witness. Many times I have been told, "Bill, the Lord sent you to me." Or "Everything you have said has been for me. Someone must have told you of my problem." The Spirit knows all things, and if you and I are filled with His presence and power, we will always have the right thing to say to those who are in need. 

There have been many such thrilling leadings of the Spirit, and I want to share one with you. 

One day I was driving to the Forest Home Christian Conference Center in California for a session of the College Briefing Conference that has been so greatly used of God in the lives of thousands of collegians. It was an extremely hot day late in August, and my car developed a vapor lock and refused to run as I started up the mountain. I waited for the motor to cool and finally, after a considerable delay, got the car started. 

I drove into the yard of a nearby rural home to ask for water to fill the radiator. The man of the house was very generous and gracious. He helped me fill the radiator with water, but even though I was there five or ten minutes, I did not speak to him about Christ. My mind was on an important meeting up the mountain that I wanted badly to attend. As I leaned over to pick up the radiator cap, which had blown off, my New Testament fell out of my shirt pocket. Yet I did not hear that still, small voice of the Spirit. 

I thanked the man for his kindness and began driving out of his yard when suddenly I felt a strong compulsion to return to talk with this man about Christ. But, I argued, I am late for the meeting now. Anyway, he would think me some kind of fanatic if I were to go back now. Besides, if I was going to witness to him about Christ, I should have done it when he was helping me fill the radiator with water. 

Human arguments are futile against the insistent voice of the Spirit, and after I had driven a couple of miles, I turned around and headed back. As an added precaution, I pulled over to the side of the road for prayer. "Lord, don't let me make a mistake. This seems so foolish. Give me the words to say. May Your will be done." 

As I drove into the yard, the man came out on the porch to greet me. "Did you forget something?" he asked. 

"Yes, I did forget something, sir. I know this may sound a little strange, but I am a Christian and I felt that the Lord wanted me to come back to talk to you about Christ." 

There was no need to say more. Tears began to gather and trickle down his cheeks. His chin began to tremble as he told me that he knew the Lord had sent me. He asked me to come inside and as I went in, he called his wife. 

He said, "I used to go to church years ago, but I fell into sin and haven't been back in many years. This week my wife has been attending a revival meeting here in town and more and more, with each passing day, I have been burdened with the weight of my sins. I want to get right with God." 

The three of us knelt there in his living room and both he and his wife committed their lives and their home to Christ. I went on my way, praising God for the leading of His Holy Spirit and for another opportunity to witness for our blessed Savior. 

As you ask God to fill you with the Holy Spirit by faith, you are about to begin the greatest adventure of your life. Remember that you are asking to be filled with the Holy Spirit rather than with self. As He takes control of your life, you will become more like Christ. The Holy Spirit is not the author of confusion and emotional extremes. He has come to exalt and glorify Jesus; therefore, when you are filled with the Holy Spirit, it will be your constant desire to do the will of God and that which will please and honor Jesus Christ. 

Why did Jesus come into this world? "To seek and to save what was lost" (Luke 19:10). 

What will please Him most? We please Him most as we help fulfill His Great Commission by going into all the world and preaching the gospel to every creature by inviting Him to live His life through us, beginning in our "Jerusalem." 

How is this to be accomplished? Through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Think of it - you and I are privileged to be used by our risen, indwelling Savior to help reach a lost world with the glorious Good News! 
Lesson 1: Who Is the Holy Spirit and Why Did He Come? 
Objective: 
To become acquainted with the Holy Spirit and to understand His mission 

Read: 
John 3:1-8; Romans 8 

Memorize: 
John 16:13,14 

While there is a degree of divine mystery to the nature of the Holy Spirit, He definitely is not a bundle of warm feelings or good memories. Neither is He a vague cosmic force. In this lesson, you will study biblical evidence proving that the Holy Spirit is a real person who loves and cares for you. You also will discover why He came and how He can make a difference in you life. 

Bible Study
Who is the Holy Spirit? 
The Holy Spirit is a person, the third person of the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is not a vague, ethereal shadow, nor an impersonal force. He is a person equal in every way with the Father and the Son. All the divine attributes ascribed to the Father and the Son are equally ascribed to the Holy Spirit. 
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1. Personality (a person) is composed of intellect, emotions, and will. In 1 Corinthians 2:11, what indicates that the Holy Spirit has intellect? 

2. - What evidence do you observe in Romans 15:30 that the Holy Spirit has emotion? 
3. - How does the Holy Spirit exercise His will as recorded in 1 Corinthians 12:11? 

· Find the one word that describes the nature of the Holy Spirit in each of the following references. 

· Romans 8:2 

· John 16:13 

· Hebrews 10:29 

· Romans 1:4
· What is His function or role? 

· John 14:16,26 

· 1 Corinthians 3:16 

· John 16:13,14 

· Acts 1:8
· What specific actions does the Holy Spirit perform? 

· Acts 13:2 

· Acts 8:29 

· Romans 8:14 

· John 16:7,8 

· Romans 8:26 

· 2 Thessalonians 2:13
· What are His attributes? 

· Hebrews 9:14 

· Psalm 139:7 

· 1 Corinthians 2:10,11
1. Why Did He Come? 

1. What is the chief reason the Holy Spirit came (John 16:14)? 

2. What will be a logical result when the Holy Spirit controls your life? 

3. How does the following diagram compare with your life? 
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LIFE APPLICATION 
1. 
1. Write one new insight you have gained from this lesson concerning the Holy Spirit. 

2. In what area of your life do you believe the Holy Spirit needs to be more in control? 

3. What will be the result when He is in control? 

5. Lesson 2: The Holy Spirit's Relationship With You 

Objective: 
To understand the work of the Holy Spirit in your life 

Read: 
Romans 12:1-8; 1 Corinthians 2 

Memorize: 
Ephesians 5:18 

The moment you receive Christ, you are regenerated, indwelt, sealed, baptized, and filled with the Holy Spirit. As a result, you have the potential to live a life of victory over sin and witness in the power of the Holy Spirit. This potential is released by faith as you surrender control of your life to Him. 
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7. In this lesson, you will see how the Holy Spirit can work in your life and the results you can expect as you yield yourself to His control. 

Bible Study
The Work of the Holy Spirit 

· When you became a Christian (that is, at the time of your spiritual birth), the Holy Spirit did a number of things for and in you. What are they? 

· 1 Corinthians 3:16 

· Ephesians 4:30 

· 1 Corinthians 12:13 

· 2 Corinthians 5:5
· Explain in your own words what the Holy Spirit does for the Christian according to the following verses: 

· Romans 8:16 

· Romans 8:26,27
1. The Results of Being Filled With the Holy Spirit 

8. Can a person be a Christian and not have the Holy Spirit dwelling in Him (Romans 8:9)? Explain. 

9. What is the main reason to be filled with the Spirit (Acts 18; 4:29,31)? 

10. What work of the Holy Spirit is necessary for successful Christian living and service (Ephesians 5:18)? 

LIFE APPLICATION 

1. Are you filled with the Holy Spirit? How do you know? If not, what makes you think you are not filled? 

2. Do you really desire to be filled with the Holy Spirit? Why? 

Lesson 1: Who Is the Holy Spirit and Why Did He Come? || Home || Lesson 3: Why So Few Christians Are Filled With the Holy Spirit
Lesson 3: Why So Few Christians Are Filled With the Holy Spirit 
Objective: 
To understand and deal with the barriers to a Spirit-filled life 

Read: 
Galatians 5 and 6; Acts 5:1-11 

Memorize: 
1 John 2:1-6, 15-17 

Through the centuries, many of Christ's followers have been ordinary people. Nothing spectacular ever happened to them or through them. Then, as happened to Peter on the day of Pentecost when he was filled with the Holy Spirit, their lives were dramatically changed. 

No longer ordinary or average, they became men and women of God-bold in faith and instruments of God's power. 

Today, that same Holy Spirit-with His life-changing power-is available to each of us. Yet, tragically, multitudes of Christians go through life without ever experiencing the abundant and fruitful life that Christ promised to all who trust Him. 

In this lesson, you will examine the reasons so few Christians have experienced the infilling of the Spirit. And you will have the opportunity to consider any barriers you may have erected between yourself and God. I urge you to meditate and reflect on how they may apply to your own life. 

Bible Study
1. The Heart's Battlefield 

1. How does Paul describe himself in Romans 7:19-24? How does this description make you feel? 

2. In your own words, explain why so many Christians are unhappy, according to Galatians 5:16,17. 

Why the Battle Is Often Lost 

· According to each of the following verses, give one reason so few Christians are filled with the Holy Spirit. 

· Psalm 119:105 

· Proverbs 16:18 

· Proverbs 29:25 

· Luke 9:26
2. What is another barrier between you and the Lord that keeps you from being filled with the Spirit (Psalm 66:18)? 

What else can divert you from being filled with the Spirit (1 John 2:15-17)? 

3. Lack of trust in God also will keep you from being filled with the Holy Spirit. Read John 3:16, Romans 8:32, and 1 John 3:16. Describe how these verses help you trust God fully. 

Basically, the reason most Christians are not filled with the Holy Spirit is that they are unwilling to surrender their wills to God. 
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LIFE APPLICATION 
1. 
1. Examine the diagram on the preceding page, and write here any of those or other barriers you are aware of between yourself and God. 

2. Prayerfully consider, then answer this question: "Am I willing to surrender my will to God?" 

3. If you are, pray this prayer with all of your heart to turn your life over to God. 

Dear Father, I need You. I acknowledge that I have been directing my own life and that, as a result, I have sinned against You. I thank You that You have forgiven my sins through Christ's death on the cross for me. I now invite Christ to again take His place on the throne of my life. Fill me with the Holy Spirit as you commanded me to be filled. I pray this in the name of Jesus. As an expression of my faith, I now thank You for taking control of my life and for filling me with the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Lesson 4:
How You Can Be Filled With the Holy Spirit 
Objective: 
To personally ask for the filling of the Holy Spirit by faith 

Read: 
Acts 6:8-7:60 

Memorize: 
Romans 12:1,2; Ephesians 5:18; 1 John 5:14,15 

A desire to serve Jesus Christ and help other receive Him as their Lord and Savior should be your motive for being filled with the Holy spirit. 

Review the article, "Experiencing the Power of the Holy Spirit," before proceeding with this lesson. A careful study of that material will enable you to gain the greatest benefit from the lesson. 


Bible Study

What You Must Know

1. What is the command found in Ephesians 5:18? 

2. What is the promise found in 1 John 5:14,15? 

3. According to these Scriptures, why do you need to be filled with the Spirit? 

· Galatians 5:22,23 

· Acts 1:8
The fruit of the Spirit is never an end in itself, but only a means to the end. We win men and women to Christ, which in turn brings glory and honor to Him (John 15:8). 

What You Must Feel 

1. What is one prerequisite to being filled with the Spirit, according to Matthew 5:6? 

2. How are you applying this to your life? 

What You Must Do 

1. If your desire to be filled with the Spirit is sincere, what will you do now (Romans 12:1,2)? 

This means there can be no unconfessed sin in your life. The Holy Spirit cannot fill an unclean vessel. He waits to fill you with His power. 

2. How then are you filled with the Holy Spirit (Matthew 7:7-11, John 7:37-39)? 

3. Will the Holy Spirit fill you if you ask Him? How do you know (1 John 5:14,15)? 

LIFE APPLICATION 

1. You can be filled with the Holy Spirit only by faith. Prayer is one way of expressing your faith. If you truly desire to be filled with the Holy Spirit, you can pray this prayer now: 

Dear Father, I need You. I acknowledge that I have been in control of my life, and as a result, I have sinned against You. I thank You for forgiving my sins through Christ's death on the cross for me. I now invite Christ to take control of the throne of my life. Fill me with the Holy Spirit as You commanded me to be filled, and as You promised in Your Word that You would do if I asked in faith. I pray this in the name of Jesus. As an expression of my faith, I now thank You for taking control of my life and for filling me with the Holy Spirit. 

2. What must you have when you ask Him to fill you (Hebrews 11:6)? 

3. If you have asked the Holy Spirit to fill you, thank Him. God is dependable; His Word is true. If you are sincere, He has filled you. 

4. What should be your attitude from this day forward (1 Thessalonians 5:18)? 

Write down: Date of filling and your comments. 
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Lesson 5:
How You Can Know When You Are Filled With the Holy Spirit 
Objective: 
To experience assurance of the filling of the Holy Spirit 

Read: 
Galatians 5:16-26 

Memorize: 
Galatians 5:22,23 

Did you sincerely follow the steps outlined in Lesson 4? Did you ask the Holy Spirit to fill you? If you did not, Lessons 5 and 6 will not mean much to you. Go back to Lesson 4 and ask God to work in your heart. If He has filled you, you will be anxious to proceed with these next two lessons. 

Bible Study

Results of the Spirit-filled Life 

1. What will the Holy Spirit demonstrate in and through your life as a result of His filling you (Galatians 5:22,23)? 

Which specific fruit of the Spirit are you most in need of? 

2. Read Acts 1:8. How do you see this power at work in your life? 

How does John 15:16 apply to you today? 

3. How do you identify with 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 and Ephesians 4:11? 

4. What mannerisms, language, activities, and inconsistencies in your life do you think are hindering the Holy Spirit from developing His fruit, power, and gifts in you? 

5. What happens as we are occupied with Christ and allow the Holy Spirit to work in us (2 Corinthians 3:18)? 

Fact, Faith, and Feelings 

1. Fact: Why should we be filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)? 

2. Faith: What is our assurance that we have been filled with the Spirit (1 John 5:14,15)? 

3. Feelings: When you were filled with the Spirit, did you feel any different? 

Do not depend upon feelings. The promise of God's Word, not our feelings, is our authority. The Christian lives by faith in the trustworthiness of God Himself and His Word. 
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This train diagram illustrates the relationship among fact [God and His Word], faith [our trust in God and His Word], and feeling [the result of our faith and obedience] (John 14:21). 

The train will run with or without the caboose. However, it would be futile to attempt to pull the train by the caboose. In the same way, we do not depend upon feelings or emotions, but we place our faith (trust) in the trustworthiness of God and the promise of His Word. 

LIFE APPLICATION 

Though you may not be aware of a change immediately, with the passing of time you will see some evidence of your being filled with the Spirit. If there is no change, the Holy Spirit is not in charge. 

1. Do you think a person can be filled with the Holy Spirit and not be aware of it? Explain. 

2. Ask yourself these questions: 

· Do you have a greater love for Christ? 

· Do you have a greater love for God's Word? 

· Is prayer more important to you? 

· Are you more concerned for those who do not know Christ as Savior? 

· Are you experiencing a greater boldness, liberty, and power in witnessing?

If you can answer yes truthfully to these questions, you undoubtedly are filled with the Spirit. 

3. What does that assurance mean to you now? 

4. If your answer was no to any of those five questions, what do you suppose that indicates? 

5. What will you do to change your attitude or actions? 
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Lesson 6: How You Can Continue to Be Filled With the Holy Spirit 
Objective: 
To experience the Spirit-filled life as a moment-by-moment reality 

Read: 
Acts 10 

Memorize: 
John 14:21 or John 15:10 

If you are a Christian, the Holy Spirit already dwells within you. When you purchase a mechanical item that runs on battery power, frequently the notice "Batteries Not Included" is printed on the box. The Holy Spirit - your Source of power for living - is "included" when you receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord. Therefore, you do not need to invite Him to come into your life. He came to live within you when you became a Christian, and Jesus promised that He will never leave you. 

The moment you received Christ, the Holy Spirit not only came to indwell you, but He imparted to you spiritual life, causing you to be born anew as a child of God. The Holy Spirit also baptized you into the body of Christ. In 1 Corinthians 12:13, Paul explains, "We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body." 

There is but one indwelling of the Holy Spirit, one rebirth of the Holy Spirit - all of which occur when you receive Christ. 

Being filled with the Holy Spirit, however, is not a once-for-all experience. There are many fillings, as is made clear in Ephesians 5:18. 

Bible Study
How to Be Filled Continually 
Read Ephesians 5:18. In the original Greek, "be filled" means "keep on being filled constantly and continually." Living a godly life is a vital part of this process. 

1. What characterizes the life of a Christian who is "being filled" constantly and continually (John 15:1-11; Galatians 5:16-25)? 

2. Which two commandments do you think are most important to living the Spirit-filled life (Matthew 22:36-40)? Why? 

3. In your own words, explain the concept of Spiritual Breathing (see "Do Not Grieve the Holy Spirit"). 

· Exhale (1 John 1:9) 

· Inhale (Ephesians 5:18, 1 John 5:14,15)

How can Spiritual Breathing enable you to live a godly life and be filled continually with the Holy Spirit? 
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4. To be filled continually with the Holy Spirit, you must abide in Christ. Read John 15:1-11. 

How can you do that (John 14:21; John 15:10)? 

What does the example of the vine and branches in verses 1-8 mean to you in your Christian life? 

5. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit. 
Read Ephesians 4:25-32. How do you grieve the Holy Spirit? 

Which commandment in the list do you need to pay special attention to? 

How can you get rid of sin in your life (1 John 1:9)? 

According to Romans 8:13, what does the Holy Spirit want to do for you? 

· Spend time daily in prayer and Bible study. 
What do these verses teach about the role of prayer in the life of the Spirit-filled believer? 

· Hebrews 4:15,16 

· James 5:16 

· 1 Samuel 12:23 

· James 1:5 

· Acts 4:31
· What do these verses tell us about the role of God's Word in the Spirit-filled life? 

· Romans 1:16 

· Hebrews 4:12 

· 2 Timothy 2:15 

· 2 Timothy 3:16,17
· Obey God's commandments. 
According to these verses, what role does obedience have in the Spirit-filled life? 

· John 14:15 

· John 14:23-26
6. Witness for Christ. 

According to Acts 1:8, for what purpose was the Holy Spirit given? 

LIFE APPLICATION 

The Spirit-filled life is an obedient and abiding life. It can be experienced daily as you: 

· Love God with all of your heart 

· Practice Spiritual Breathing 

· Spend time daily in prayer and Bible study 

· Obey God's commandments 

· Witness for Christ

1. How is the Holy Spirit's fullness and power evident in your life? 

2. List any areas of your life in which the Holy Spirit is not in control. 

List the areas in which the Holy Spirit is in control. 

What practical steps will you take this week to give the Holy Spirit full control of those areas that you have not surrendered to Him? 

3. Have you realized a victory today over a sin you confessed yesterday? Describe. 
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Lesson 7: Recap 
Reread: 
John 14:16-26; John 16:7-15 

Review: 
Verses memorized 

1. The following questions will help you review this Step. If necessary, reread the appropriate lesson(s). 

1. Is the Holy Spirit a personality or an impersonal force? How do you know? 

2. What is the chief reason the Holy Spirit has come? 

3. What is the command of Ephesians 5:18? 

4. What is the promise of 1 John 5:14,15? 

5. Name as many reasons as you can that Christians are not filled with the Holy Spirit. 

LIFE APPLICATION 

1. What should be your motives for being filled with the Spirit? 

2. How can you be filled with the Spirit? 

3. How do you know you are filled with the Holy Spirit? 

4. How can you continue to be filled with and walk in the Spirit? 
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