The Basic Message of Christianity is that Jesus came to save us.

He came to save us from sin and the effects of sin. Death and sickness came through sin and Jesus came to save us from these and for life with God !
Jesus’ Earthly Ministry

The ministry of Jesus while He was on earth pointed to this reality, Luke 4:16-22

The response of Jesus to the question from John the Baptist disciples in Luke 7:20-23 confirms an important touch … v.20 “Are you the one who is to come…?” v.22 “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard; the blind regain their sight, the lame walk … and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them”

The disciples of Jesus are empowered to continue His mission Luke 9:1-6, Luke 10:1-12, (v. 8,9).

Believers are also empowered to do the same Mark 16:15-20, John 14:12-13

The church is called to continue the mission of Jesus (Acts of the Apostles)

A guide look at sickness and suffering.

Sickness is permitted by God, not created by Him!

God’s will:

1) Ordained will- He ordained it.

2) Permissive will- He permitted it to happen.

View of theologians: Higher purposes- sickness may be permitted by God for a higher purpose. Eg: Job, John 9:1, St. Theresa….

Types of suffering:

1) Suffering of sickness

Physical and Psychological

2) Suffering and Persecution

Persecuted for my beliefs

3)  Suffering of Spiritual struggle to do God’swill ie: the struggle to be patient,                       
kind, just, chaste, loving to forgive, in our human condition, they don’t come easy.

5 meanings of Healing 

a) Means by which the kingdom of God comes into place

Luke 7:20-23, Matthew 12:22-28

God’s rule is being established- Healings and miracles are instruments that bring God’s kingdom on Earth.

b) Community

Mark 1:40-45, Jesus restoring the leper-to community

Mark 5:1-20, demon possessed man restored to community 

Healing, whether spiritual, physical, psychological makes us more whole and also heals the broken amongst us. It helps us to function / relate better to the community, healing has its social / communal dimensions.

c) Christ is with the church
Mark 4:35-41, calming the storm –one meaning is that Christ has power over nature. But the deeper meaning – Boat – is a sign of the church, storms signify the evils, persecutions, afflictions on the believers : No storm, afflictions can disturb the Christian at his deepest part of his soul and in his relationship with God.

Christ is with us/ with the church – Healing brings out this truth/reality. We are never alone.

d) Faith releases the power of Jesus in a person’s life
Mark 5:21-43, Their faith unleashes Jesus’ healing power in their lives.

Personal relationship/ contact with Jesus

Faith is Jesus opened them up to healing.

e) Identity and mission of Christ and the Church
The identity and mission of Jesus and His church are closely connected.

Luke 4:16-22, Luke 7:20-23, identity of Christ in mission

Luke 9:1-6, Luke 10:1-12, Acts of the Apostles- the identity of the church is mission.

Christ gives authority to the 12 Apostles and subsequently to the church.   

