Understanding the Youth

Important to bring the word (Ephesians 4:13)

Youths are not adults yet !

Dealing with Youths

1) How to understand the peculiarities of the Youth

2) The principle pf how to conduct Youth Bible Study

3) The pattern for making Youth Bible Studies instructive

1) Peculiarities of Youth

a) Short span of attention- they can’t sit still for long 

b) Youth respects standards eg: other youths- comparisons-can lead to see “heroes”

c) Youth can easily be made to be “God conscious”, Youth always observe others- eg: Parent’s relationship with one another.

We need to lead by example eg: parents who play and inspire their children by their attitude towards prayer.

Youth leaders have great potential to inspire!

d) Emotions of Youth are unstable- ‘up and down’ – we need to understand                                                  that this is because of their age!

e) Unreliable impression of others can lead to weary choices, eg: career, relationship choices

f) Today’s Youth are brighter, better educated and more motivated than previous generations.

g) Youths are inquisitive- want to know a lot of things. They learn easily: they can be easily influenced/ learn things.

h) The Youths need acceptance and affirmation. They need identification with others, eg: parents, family or Youth members. To be connected !

i) Youth ask a lot of questions- these reflect what is going on in their minds

j) Youth love to emulate someone- we need to help to guide them in this area- to help them to follow positive influence

2) How to conduct Youth Bible Study (Principles)

They must be ‘inviting and lively’

Make it dynamic- The Word of God is LIFE!

Make it ‘discussion friendly’- applicable to them

a) Location important – comfortable

b) Location / appearance must be ‘inviting and welcoming’

c) Materials must be relatable and understanding – use words that they can understand and relate – not high theological and confusing.

d) Get the Youth involved in various parts of meeting.

e) Youth leader must be ‘born again’, experienced, loves the  Word of God and inspires others by their lives!

f) Youth leader must be a good communicator and time manager.
 Youth leader must be dynamic and be able to ‘stir up’ the Youths to live the Word and its promises in their lives.




    Leader must also be a ‘Prayer Warrior” !

4) The pattern for making the Youth Bible Study Insturctive

a) Move form the simple to the complex things- compare spiritual to/with everyday experiences. John 4:1-28, Luke 8:4-15 (parable of sower)
   Parable of sower – some people don’t respond to scripture

b) Make use of object lessons:






      Use what people see- Mark 12:16, Mark 13:1-7. Jesus used objects to show people , eg: temple

c) We must make use of case studies- life stories of people,                       eg: Luke 18:9-13- Hypocrites 

d) Demonstrate the truth with scriptures – John 13:1-13

e) Modulate your voice during preaching/sharing – have variations (do not be monotone) 

f) Sometimes we need to be predictable in our message – let the people know the ‘topic’.

g) Try not to ‘lead people in the air’.

h) Ask questions and invite responses – Matthew 16:13-15

i) Youth leader must be ‘involved with Youth’ – not trying to be instructive

j) Always ‘affirm correct answers’, correct wrong answers with ‘love’ – Eph 4:15

k) Admit what you do not know Mark 13:32 – Don’t try ‘to beat around the bush’

(“Let us be the people who will stand out among the people- so that God can    use us to fulfill His purpose”

(Let us preach the ‘Word’ in our lives

(Let us be the people who are the Light in darkness

(Why don’t we be the sharp iron that can smooth the rough edges of the world

(Why don’t we be the people who touch hearts 

(Why don’t we be the people who support other churches

