A B I L I T I E S

By Douglas J. Rumford

 

Where do my abilities come from? 

 

Leaders must remember that there are no self-made people. God gives you the abilities to accomplish your responsibilities and to provide for your needs. You are a steward of your talents and will answer to the Lord for what you have done with them.
 
Deuteronomy 8:18 Always remember that it is the Lord your God who gives you power to become rich, and he does it to fulfill the covenant he made with your ancestors.

 

Exodus 31:1-3 The Lord also said to Moses, “Look, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, grandson of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. I have filled him with the Spirit of God, giving him great wisdom, intelligence, and skill in all kinds of crafts.”

 

John 15: 5 For apart from me you can do nothing.

 

1 Corinthians 4:7 What makes you better than anyone else? What do you have that God hasn’t given you? And if all you have is from God, why boast as though you have accomplished something on your own? 
 

 

What does God expect me to do with my abilities?

 

God has entrusted resources to you according to your ability. He expects you to maximize the effectiveness of those abilities in proportion to his gifting. While the most talented leaders may seem the most blessed, they must also be the most responsible.

 

Matthew 25:29 To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an abundance. But from those who are unfaithful, even what little they have will be taken away.

 

Jesus’ mission in life was pleasing the Father. This is the ultimate purpose of every leader. Like Jesus, you are called to bring glory to God through all you say and do—in all times, places, and circumstances.

 

John 17: 4 I brought glory to you here on earth by doing everything you told me to do.

 

 

How can my abilities and even my successes be a danger?

 

When your ability brings you good success and blessing, you are in danger of falling into complacency and forgetting that God gave you your abilities and that you are to consistently use them to serve him and others. Another danger of having great ability is to think you no longer need help or advice from others.

 

Deuteronomy 8:11-14 Beware that in your plenty you do not forget the Lord your God and disobey his commands, regulations, and laws. For when you have become full and prosperous and have built fine homes to live in, and when your flocks and herds have become very large and your silver and gold have multiplied along with everything else, that is the time to be careful. Do not become proud at that time and forget the Lord your God. 

 

Your abilities can be liabilities. Within each ability lie the seeds of problems that will sprout if you neglect that ability, use it for your own selfish designs, or presume to rely on it apart from the Lord.

 

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 Remember, dear broth​ers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the world’s eyes, or powerful, or wealthy when God called you. Instead, God deliberately chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And he chose those who are powerless to shame those who are powerful. God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important, so that no one can ever boast in the presence of God.

 

 

Do my limited abilities limit my ability to serve God? 

 

Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, was overwhelmed by the attack coming against the nation because he knew his abilities and resources were no match against the enemies. But God opened the way to success. Leaders understand that availability and dependence on the Lord are as important as ability.

 

2 Chronicles 20: 12 O our God, won’t you stop them? We are powerless against this mighty army that is about to attack us. We do not know what to do, but we are looking to you for help.

 

God is not impressed by your abilities or your resources, but by your faith in him.

 

Psalm 147: 10-11 The strength of a horse does not impress him; how puny in his sight is the strength of a man. Rather, the Lord’s delight is in those who honor him, those who put their hope in his unfailing love.

 

When facing the most threatening obstacles, the Lord assures you that his ability, not your own, is the ultimate assurance of success.

 

Zechariah 4:6 It is not by force nor by strength, but by my Spirit, says the Lord Almighty
 
PROMISE FROM GOD L u k e 1 2 : 4 8 Much is required from those to whom much is given, and much more is required from those to whom much more is given.

