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WHEN I AM WEAK

Many young people begin Christian service believing that they are dedicated and keen Christians. They have been encouraged to think so by their complimentary friends or church officers. And perhaps they did rise above the average Christian in their surroundings. But service on the firing line makes them more and more conscious of Jesus’ words: “Without me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).


All Christian workers come eventually – if they are honest – to the place where they can no longer casually affirm their dedication to the Lord. They realise only too well that they are not Hudson Taylor or George Mueller or C.T. Studd. The result may be extreme depression: Since great exploits constantly elude them, they may conclude that there is no hope for them. 


There is an antidote for this. Robert Murray M’Cheyne once said that for every look he took at himself, he took ten looks at the Lord Jesus. He had abandoned hope in himself, but his hope in Christ was boundless! For M’Cheyne and for us, total failure may be necessary to bring us to the realization our only hope is in Jesus! And it is not Jesus plus money, or Jesus plus and efficient organization, or the proper equipment, but only Jesus!


Thanks to the Apostle Paul, we have an example who has proved this way to victor. “And he said to me, My grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians 12:9).


When you are in a tight situation, when the demons of discord, criticism, misunderstanding, and confusion maul you in a pressure cooker, remember those words: “My grace is sufficient for thee.” Without this knowledge and confidence, you cannot survive the warfare that awaits the disciple of Christ. 


Can the cost of Christian warfare be less than that of nations in conflict? If it is, it is not warfare. Alexander Duff, the Scottish saint of God, knew the cost. Weeping as he faced a crowd, he asked if Scotland had any more sons to give. “When Queen Victoria calls for volunteers for India, hundreds respond,” he reminded them. “But when King Jesus calls, no one goes.” The silence was deafening. “If there is no one who will go,” he continued, “then I will return. I will return and lay my bones by the Ganges, that India may know that Scotland has at least one who cares.”


Whether we remain at home or go abroad, Christ’s claim upon our lives is a call to battle. The enemy is powerful; he is dragging and tricking souls into hell; he is devastating the hopes and plans of men on earth. Yet Jesus can defeat him through any Christian who puts on the spiritual armour (Ephesians 6:11-18). Our hope, then, is in the all-sufficient Lord Jesus, not in ourselves. Whatever the circumstances: “My grace is sufficient for thee,” promised God.


Someone has said that “grace is God’s riches at Christ’s expense.” This definition underlies the great gift imparted to us by Christ. It is the riches of the infinite God, inherited through the death and resurrection of his Son. It is all too easy to become indifferent to what Jesus did on the cross. It is all to possible to gather thoughtlessly around the Lord’s Table. When this happens, we void the riches of the grace of God!


There is another way of voiding God’s grace: we do this by underrating it. If we get to the point of desperation and say, “O God, what’s the use? I can’t go any further – and you can’t help me, either,” we deny the grace of God. And just at that moment, we could discover his grace, his sufficiency, his life, and his power are available to take us through. This is tragic and sinful. 


The demands and standards of Christ are admittedly extreme – in fact, impossible. But Jesus does not ask us to live Christian life; he asks us to let him live it in us. There was no grace for the self-righteous man who prayed, “Thank you, Lord, that I’m not like the rest.” But there was grace for the man who wept, “I’m a sinner; Lord, have mercy on me!” The complete sufficiency of the Lord Jesus Christ makes up for our deficiency. We cannot earn his grace; we can get it only by coming empty to the cross. 


Paul speaks an amazing truth in Colossians 2:9-10: “For in him (Christ) dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And you are complete in him.” Complete! Do we realize this when we strive to build a reputation? Do we realize it when someone deprives us of recognition? Do we realize it when we feel uncomfortable in a group? Perhaps we feel worse when we suffer persecution or ill health for serving God. Or we may languish in jail for righteousness’ sake. Our plans fail; our witness is rejected. How do we feel then?


You are complete in Christ! Our completeness is not in Christ plus friends, Christ plus service, Christ plus position, Christ plus converts. We are complete only in Jesus! In him is all the fullness, so Jesus is all that we need. Everything else may fail us; Jesus will never leave nor forsake us. 


Whatever arises that might discourage us, we can echo with the conviction of Paul: Jesus is sufficient for that, too. The question is not in his sufficiency, but only in our trusting him. We cannot go on, we just will not make it! We may want to quit: the Lord is asking too much of us! Each time, he is sufficient. He says to us, “You are complete in me.” We have been made acceptable to God in Christ the Beloved One. 


We all seek acceptance; all of us want to be needed, liked, cared for. If we expect we are going to meet the ideal husband or wife to meet those needs, we are going to be disappointed. Not even a husband or wife can fulfill our heart’s deepest longings, because we were made for God. Only he can reach down and fill that deep void; only he can satisfy. 


In Jesus Christ, we have been accepted by God now. We have been accepted, not by some social group, but by the infinite God. We have been accepted, not in our spotted virtue, but in the perfect Lord Jesus Christ. With this confidence motivating us, nothing in the heights or depths, in life or death, nor in the whole universe can stop us, for nothing can withstand him. His grace, abundant and overflowing, is ours – if we will receive it. 

CHAPTER 8

STEPS TO REVOLUTION!

Having read these pages, you might be asking yourself: “What do I do next?” To read about the all-sufficiency of Jesus Christ is one thing; to obtain and experience it in your own life is another.

More than anything this book is a plea and a guide for reality in the Christian life. The standard of vital Christianity described in these pages will not be reached easily. It will not occur through a short prayer of commitment or by any kind of crisis experience. God may use a crisis to jolt a Christian into action, but a crisis plus a process is necessary to keep him moving as a revolutionary disciple of Jesus Christ.

If this book is to be significant to you, you must “declare a personal revolution.” This will take all your dedication and the application of every means of grace offered in the Word of God. There cannot be a revolution for those who merely  “play the game” or go through the motions. Nor is revolution possible for the Christian who is not willing to deny self, take up his cross daily, and follow Jesus. 

We are not ready for revolution if we have not yet seen the spiritual schizophrenia within and around us. God must convince us that “the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.” Spiritual fog seeps into our hearts from the world, and only God can dispel it in response to earnest prayer. 

To be ready for revolution, we must accept the blame for not living a dynamic Christian life. Christ lives within the Christian, and he is the revolutionary. We must be willing to die to self interests and self-determination and let Christ live his life through us. 

Many Christians are entering the ministry and the mission fields and other places of Christian service without being spiritually prepared. We must realize that we are in dangerous territory if our service for God is taking us beyond our experience of God. Satan waits there to attack us – and we are very vulnerable. The revolutionary spiritual life issues from a deep relationship and experience with God, who makes the disciple a faithful soldier of Christ. 

I am absolutely convinced that Christians who take the following steps to revolution will find that they “work”. They work because Christianity works. These steps are basic biblical principles which Jesus Christ and the apostles repeatedly emphasized to those who wanted to be disciples of Jesus. 

1. A Revolution in our prayer life. One of the most depressing signs in the Church today is the lack of prayer, both in private and in groups. It is almost incredible to see how little the average evangelical church relies on prayer for doing God’s work. When there is a prayer meeting, a small minority of the people are involved. Nights of prayer, home prayer meetings, days of prayer and fasting - so much a part of the early Church – seem nothing more than Christian relics today. Because people are busy, they think they are too busy to pray. The Church has sought innumerable substitutes for prayer to accomplish work that can be done only through prayer. 

If we are serious about being spiritual revolutionaries, we must determine to learn how to pray! There are many excellent books on the subject, but there is no substitute for getting on our knees and starting to pray. Samuel Chadwick said, “The one concern of the devil is to keep the saints from prayer. He fears nothing from prayerless studies, prayerless work, prayerless religion. He laughs at our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but trembles when we pray.”
The mountain peak of our prayer life will be worship. Specific themes should be given each day to climbing the summit of spiritual reality through worship, praise and thanksgiving. King David declared, “I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving. This also shall please the Lord better than an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs” (Psalms 69:30,31). 

Reality in worship will create a spiritual evolution in the inner man, the likes of which few people seem to have experienced in the twentieth century. It will not be attained in a year or two, not perhaps in ten or twenty years. However, since this is the highest calling of the Christian, it is worth any number of years to learn reality in daily worship. There is no more important aspect of spiritual revolution than this.

There is a sense in which we can “pray without ceasing” and offer prayer and praise to God at any time of the day. Yet there is also a need for separating ourselves from other humans and being alone with God. The entire Church and the cause of Christ around the world is suffering for lack of this kind of prayer. If the only response made to this book were a determination to take a definite time each day for prayer, praise and feasting on God’s Word, the book would be eminently successful. For through prayer, we can come to see the other principles of spiritual revolution which will lead us from victory to victory as God’s Word is mixed with out faith. 

2. A revolution in our Bible study. At any cost, spiritual revolutionaries must become “men of the Book,” D.L.Moody declared, “Either sin will keep you from this book, or this Book will keep you from sin.” Most Christians place a low value on memorizing and meditating on the Word of God. In contrast, Muslims by the thousands leave their universities with the whole Koran memorized. Actors and actresses memorise thousands of lines to earn fame and wealth. Despite the spiritual rewards promised for students of God’s Word, few Christians seek them. The result is churches peopled by spiritual dwarfs, some having been “growing” ten or twenty years in the faith. 

In some cases spiritual dwarfs become leaders of the congregation, and the contrast with New Testament churches is shocking. If anyone points this out, he is regarded as a fanatic, an extremist, or a meddler. 

On the other hand, I have found increasing number of believers around the world who are tired of eating spiritual breadcrumbs and want to get into God’s Word in a new and revolutionary way. The important thing, however, is not so much our “getting into the Word of God” as “the Word of God getting into us’! This means we must engage in more than Bible reading; we must meditate intensively on the Word of God, as the Psalmist instructs in 119:9,11. 

Our Bible study must be as honest and unprejudiced as possible. We cannot come to the Word of God with our favourite viewpoint and expect the Bible to shed new light. We must come to the Scriptures in humility and openness, and attempt to obey in our daily living each truth we find there. 

An evangelist has warned: “We have taken the Word of God, the Sword of the Spirit, and used it to carve one another up instead of going forth in a great offensive in the name of Christ.” How much easier it is to go to war over pet doctrines and favourite verses rather than continuing to receive the whole counsel of God, and advancing against the enemy. 

We must not only determine to obey those verses we enjoy, or that strike us as being important, but we must be ready to obey verses that sometimes strike us in the opposite way. 

We are sometimes eager to accept those verses that speak blessing and to neglect verses that speak about suffering. We welcome the first part of 1 John 3:16, “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us” – and the rest trails through and out of our consciousness: “…and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” The next admonition also gets scant attention; “But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” 

This is also God’s Word! What excuse do we have for our failure to “love not merely in word but in deed and in truth”? Obedience here is revolution!
3.  A revolution of discipline. For many, discipline is an unpleasant word. Yet church history shows no undisciplined man or woman who amounted to much for Christ. The basic support of discipline is motivation, and the best motivation is the constraining love of Christ. 

Christ said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” He also said, “If ye continue in my words, then are ye my disciples indeed.” This is critical, as we can realize from Paul’s concern in 1 Corinthians 9:26,27: “I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air; but I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” Paul was disciplined but he recognized the danger of slipping and falling into sin. 

True discipleship is possible only because of the promises of God. We find ourselves unable to keep a particular commandment or engage in a form of self-discipline, but we can be sustained by such a promise as: “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13). For every battle and difficulty in life, there is an assurance of God’s grace and sufficiency we can claim. 

We are hearing more and more in Christian circles about a victorious life being attained through a particular sanctification theory or crisis experience which launches in an effortless joyride with God. But for every Bible verse that speaks of rest, abiding, trusting, and allowing God to work through you there is another word nearby that speaks of battle, testing, obedience, and the need to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to do God’s will. These are complementary and essential for the balanced life. 

We do not pit Joshua against Caleb because they used different terminology and concepts to challenge the people to enter the Promised Land. The spiritual revolutionary learns the balance between God’s action and his own. He depends on God’s strength and wisdom to work out the salvation life within him. 

For example, if you lie in bed tomorrow morning and pray that the lord will life you out of bed, you are likely to have a very late breakfast! The recital of “Not I, but Christ” will bring about few changes unless you move. But when you move, the recognition of “Not I, but Christ” will produce eternal results by God’s Spirit.

One of the important disciplines is repentance. When we sin or fail, we can recover and go on if we immediately find forgiveness at the cross. Many a Christian has languished in depression and defeat because he hadn’t learn the discipline of repentance. Not even Jesus Christ “felt” like going to the cross, but he went because he loved us and was obedient to the will of God. We may not “feel” like going to the cross, but we will because of our love for Christ. There we receive total forgiveness and joyous renewal that will enable us to live in discipline. 

4. A revolution of love. Jesus Christ said that people would know Christians were his disciples because of their love for one another. The greatest indictment of evangelical Christianity is that Christians have failed to have this kind of love. Yet when I have seen this love in a few Christians, it has impressed me as the expression of genuine Christianity. 

It is amazing to see how the Lord Jesus Christ can change an unloving, lost soul. In country after country I have seen the power of this revolution of love. If more of us would enter in and fan the flames of this love, I believe we would see spiritual revolution around the world in our generation. This does not necessarily mean the conversion of masses of people, but rather individuals everywhere transformed by the revolutionary principles of the New Testament and living them before others. 

Unless we “declare a revolution” in the areas of life already mentioned, however, we ill not see a revolution of love. For it is only as we get to know God at a deep level and trust Christ to work through us that we can receive and demonstrate revolutionary love. Until we do experience this love, the spiritual revolution will not reach very far. 

Nothing obstructs revolutionary Christianity like the opposite of love: resentment, envy, anger, fear, jealousy, and hatred. The mutual toleration evidenced in handshakes after the typical Sunday morning church service also falls far short of the revolutionary love that unites brethren in dynamic fellowship. Yet a greater display of interest in one another is not the real answer; revolutionary love is the outcome of obedience to and communion with Christ. 

The greatest possible impact on the world would be made if Christians of many races, backgrounds, churches, and temperaments were working together in love and harmony with Jesus as King and Lord. The Bible says, “Love casteth out fear,” and we could move forward on that promise, finding that divine love would cast fear out of our hearts – the fear of people we do not understand, who are from a different race, or who worship differently. We must break out of our cliques and work with all of God’s people. We must unite under the banner of Christ’s love and the cardinal doctrines and principles of New Testament Christianity. The pride that scorns Christians outside “our group” will have to die at the cross before we can join in revolution. If any of us has received more light, exercised more gifts, or been granted more recognition, it should be demonstrated by more humility and more love. 

This is the essential principle of Christian living and spiritual revolution; without it, there is no power. 

5. A revolution of honesty. Spiritual honesty is one of our greatest needs. We evangelicals have grown accustomed to our religious masks, pretending to be one thing while living quite another. It has continued so long that we hardly know now where reality is. Can you imagine what a revolution of honesty would do in our churches? If we were honest, many of us would have to change to e words of “Onward Christian Soldiers” in somewhat the following manner:

Backward Christian soldiers, fleeing from the fight, 

With the cross of Jesus nearly out of sight; 

Christ our rightful Master stands against the foe, 

But forward into battle we are loathe to go. 

Like a mighty tortoise moves the Church of God;

Brothers, we are treading where we’ve often trod,

We are much divided, many bodies we, 

Having different doctrines, not much charity.

Crowns and thrones may perish, kingdoms rise and wane,

But the Church of Jesus hidden does remain;

Gates of hell should never ‘gainst that Church prevail,

We have Christ’s own promise, but think that it will fail. 

Sit here, then, ye people, join our useless throngs; 

Blend with ours your voices in a feeble song. 

Blessings, ease and comfort, ask from Christ the King,

With our modern thinking, we won’t do a thing. 

These words might seem harsh, but you will find stronger words in the New Testament. “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold or hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So, then, because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched and miserable, and poor and blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:!5-17).


We must declare war on that kind of self-deception described in these verses. To do these, we must determine to become spiritually honest. We must face ourselves as we are, and we must allow God to begin to bring revolutionary changes. Many of us are trying to live at a particular spiritual level when we know we are nowhere near it! This leads to all kids of unreality, confusion, and sometimes even to nervous breakdown.


Sometimes the Christian most anxious to improve his spiritual life ends up with the greatest problems – because he tries to make the changes himself. The need is not for spiritual extremists, but for spiritual revolutionaries who know the reality of spiritual balance. The spiritual revolutionary knows that according to Ephesians 1:6 he is fully accepted in the Beloved, and therefore he ceases striving to gain merit through his spiritual activity. He recognizes that he is a sinner, but in Christ he is a victor. 


Christian leaders may fall into this trap quicker than the average Christian. When Christians make heroes of leaders, they may feel forced to act out their roles while despising their hypocrisy. It is a very unhealthy and precarious route to follow. 


One of the reasons many Christian young people forsake the church and their parents is a widespread spiritual pretense. A normal young person understands failures are inevitable, but continual inconsistency and spiritual dishonesty deeply confuse them. Some are so repelled by the double life that they “drop out”. They would rather befriend an “honest” agnostic than live in the shadow of spiritual schizophrenia. A spiritual revolution may be necessary to recall these rebels to fellowship in the Church. I challenge the rebels to follow Christ and help spring this revolution. 


6. A revolution of witness. When the revolution takes place in the areas described, it will spontaneously bring a revolution of witness. Half the world still remains in spiritual darkness as far as knowledge of Jesus Christ is concerned. 


When we have gone forth, we have often taken the nonrevolutionary form of Christianity. A.W. Tozer wrote: “The popular notion that the first obligation of the Church is to spread the gostpel to the uttermost parts of the earth is false. Her fist obligation is to be spiritually worthy to spread it… To spread an effete, degenerate brand of Christianity to pagan lands is not to fulfill the commandments of the Lord.”


Tozer was a twentieth-century prophet who spoke for God from the pulpit and through his books. If we put into practice the principles he set forth (allowing for human error), we would see a spiritual revolution. This in turn would lead to witnessing in every form which would gather many people into the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Down through history, men who had different theological perspectives have lived out the same kind of dynamic, revolutionary Christianity, and we should be able to lay down our doctrinal pop-guns and work together in world evangelism and spiritual revolution. 


The Jehovah’s Witnesses, with all their false doctrines, boast of being ninety percent mobile. That is, ninety percent of their membership is involved in definite outreach and witness. What can we say of our evangelical churches’ mobility? In some churches it seems that only the pastor and perhaps a few others know how to win others to Christ. But the New Testament clearly teaches that each believer in Christ is a witness. The fact that people have come to Christ just through reading a piece of Christian literature should show us that no Christian need arrive in heaven without helping someone else get there. 


There are many ways to witness and through some ways may be better than others, the teaching of Scripture is that we primarily witness through life and through word. Far more than a crusade, a special project, or outreach program, true witnessing is a spontaneous outflowing of the indwelling Christ.


Let’s stop clutching at our weaknesses, shyness, lack of training, fear, or any other excuse and start believing the God of the impossible who specializes in using weak vessels. There is not a single Christian who cannot become an effective, revolutionary witness for Jesus Christ if he really wants to. 


In conclusion, I have two requests. The first is by far the more important. I request you to unite with me in repentance at the foot of the cross and believe God to bring into our lives and the lives of other Christians a spiritual revolution. Let us bow in daily repentance, recognizing our failures and believing God for great and dynamic changes in the days to come. 


Secondly, I ask you to take a few minutes and write to me, care of the publisher, expressing what you feel after reading these pages. Perhaps this could be your first act of discipline after reading this book. I have a tremendous desire to pray for anyone who truly wants a spiritual revolution in his own heart and life. Those of us who want spiritual revolution in the twentieth century must unite and work together toward this goal. God is on our side – and if he is for us, who can be against us!

------------------------------ THE END --------------------------------

Dearest Crusaders, 

If you want to 

1) Share how you feel after reading these pages with us, or other crusaders, 

OR

2) Receive prayers for a spiritual revolution in your own heart and life,

Please reply us at E-Comm.

Wishing you the best! 

For the Glory of God,

E-Comm
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