A Biblical Foundation of Worship:

Old Testament Worship
What do these Old Testament passages have to say about worship?

It has been said that the Old Testament collection of Psalms is the greatest collective expression of genuine worship found in the Old Testament and perhaps even in the entire bible.  Read through Psalm 100 (commonly referred to as the “thanksgiving” psalm) and record your own personal insights.  Also, be prepared to share from a favorite Psalm that has helped you in your own personal worship of our Lord.

2 Samuel 24:24:

From David’s understanding of worship, what must real worship involve?

Isaiah 1:11-17/Amos 5:21-27:
Is it possible for worship to be empty and meaningless and if so, in what ways?

Isaiah 6:1-8:
What are the effects of real worship in our lives based on this passage?


Malachi 1:6-14: 

Why was God so angry with the worship leaders in this community of Old Testament believers?

1 Chronicles 9:22-32:
To what extent did David prepare in this prelude to worship? (Prioritizing? Planning? Participation?)

New Testament Worship

Matthew 28:16-20; 22:37-40:
What occurred with Jesus’ disciples before our Lord gave “The Great Commission”?  What is the relationship between worship and evangelism?  Disciplemaking?

Mark 14:1-9:
What are the risks of worshipping Jesus in an extravagant way?  From Mary’s actions here, what can we learn about worship?  What does Jesus have to say about Mary’s actions?



John 4:21-24:
According to Jesus, what must real worship involve?



Acts 2:46:
In what context did early Christians worship?  What was the centerpiece of their gatherings?

Romans 12:1-2:
Is New Testament worship just reserved for Sunday morning?  What are the implications of real worship in the life of the NT believer?


1 Corinthians 14:24:
What are the results of real worship in the church context?


1 Timothy 2:1-4:
What should be involved in public worship?

1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7:
What else should be an act of worship?


Ephesians 5:18-19; Colossians 3:16

How are we to sing to God?  Regarding music, what forms does Paul list?


The book of Revelation (The Revelation of Jesus) is considered by some to be the greatest New Testament book of worship.  Read through the selected passages and record your insights:

Revelation 1:9-20:

Revelation 3:14-22 - The Church at Laodicea:

From this church (which actually existed in the first century) what can we learn about worship or the lack thereof?  What nauseates God?

Revelation 4-5:

Revelation 19:1-10:

The Practical Side of Worship
Transitional Thoughts from Theological to Logistical or Practical:

For those of us who lead and participate in worship it’s very important we understand its biblical foundations.  Hopefully we’ve started that process this morning.  But how do we transition from possessing a good theological understanding to actually preparing for worship each Sunday?  For example, what kinds of things should we consider as we put together a worship service?  Furthermore, what should we value as a worship team?  Let’s begin to explore the more practical side of worship…
Sunday Morning: From Start to Finish (in 6 Easy Steps!)

I thought it might be interesting for us to take a look at what goes into preparing a Sunday morning worship service from start to finish.  The following represents one way to prepare – mine – and should in no way be considered the standard nor even the best possible way of doing it.  By having us take a look at all the various steps it is my hope to generate some helpful discussion, feedback and suggestions.

· Step One – Initial Prep:  For us at Gold Canyon planning a worship service begins two or three months before the actual service.  Chuck and I get together to discuss what the sermon topic will be and what if any music would fit the particular theme.  I maintain a grid that lays out the next several months’ worth of Sundays and constantly update it as we get closer and closer to the actual date.  The grid includes the sermon title, scripture references, team availability and song ideas.

· Step Two – Choosing Music:  A few weeks prior to the service I select music.  If I can use songs that will compliment the message that week I usually try to do so.  Beyond that I select songs based on a number of factors: theological soundness, singability, appropriateness, familiarity, etc.  I try to keep my personal tastes out of the equation, but I do allow my private worship times with God to influence the music I choose.  In addition I consider any special music or dramatic sketches that might compliment the service.

· Step Three – Getting the Music Out:  Once I’ve finalized the music I make every effort to get the music to the worship and/or drama team a week or two in advance.  This typically consists of both an audiotape and sheet music.  This gives them an opportunity to listen to and practice the songs prior to our midweek practice.  Included with the music is a tech worksheet that lists the order of the service. 

· Step Four – Midweek Practice:  This is where all the elements of the service begin to come together.  After evaluating the previous week’s service both vocalists and instrumentalists work together to make the following service the best it can possibly be.  In addition to working on the technical aspects of worship I strive to shepherd the team through devotionals and times of prayer.

· Step Five – Miscellaneous Elements:  Besides practicing the music for that Sunday I currently put together the PowerPoint presentation and send lyrics to our secretary as well.  I work with Chuck (or whoever is speaking) to ensure their notes correspond to the presentation.  I also coordinate with the sound techs and PowerPoint operators to make sure we’re covered for that Sunday.
· Step Six – Sunday morning:  The worship team and sound techs arrive early enough to run through the entire service at least once, including any dramatic sketches or special music.  During practice we fine-tune, set appropriate sound levels and finalize staging.  The final, and perhaps most important thing we do is pray, pray, pray.  We pray God would use all our preparation for His glory and move people to genuinely worship. 
Well, that pretty much covers how I prepare for a Sunday morning from start to finish.  Do you think there’s one best way to prepare or any number of different ways?  What should we give priority to when we are preparing?  How much of a role should our walk with God play in choosing music?  Do you think I prepare too much instead of being more spontaneous, and can we achieve a balance between the two?  How could I do a better job of preparing for Sunday mornings?

Traits of an Effective Worship Leader/Team Member

For those of us on worship teams it’s easy to sometimes get so wrapped up in the final product (Sunday morning) that we can lose sight of what’s important along the way.  I believe that there are certain key traits or characteristics that define effective worship leaders and team members, traits that embody what it is to be a true worshipper.  Let’s take a few moments to discuss the following traits:

	Accountability
Authenticity
Common Purpose
Conflict Resolution (Matthew 18)

Creativity
Excellence vs. Perfectionism

Integrity (1 Tim. 4:16)
	Musicianship
Performance vs. Ministry
Respect for Authority

Servant’s Heart (1 Tim. 2:8-10)

Spirit of Teamwork

True Leadership
Willingness to Learn


Assimilating New Members onto Your Ministry Team
It’s important that we as ministry team leaders or members try our best to make the ministry experience as positive as possible, especially if this is a person’s first exposure to ministry in the context of the church.  All of us have heard horror stories of people getting “life sentences” or “spiritually abused” in their first ministry experience which then made that person bitter or soured on church the rest of their lives.  Keep in mind that how we assimilate people onto our ministry teams will affect them the rest of their lives as a believer and will also set the tone for their spiritual maturity through ministry within the church.

1)  Pray - Ask God for wisdom and direction (Matthew 9:35-3814:23; Luke 6:12-13)

2)  Identify the responsive and Challenge them - Vision casting.  People are not going to just “join up” or come running to help.  God may want to use you to personally cast vision for someone -challenging them to get in the game.  Look for people who are “F.A.T.E.R.” (Faithful, Available, Teachable, Enthusiastic, Responsive).  Dare to make the “ask” as Jesus modeled so well in His ministry.

3)  Mission - I explain and give thorough orientation, painting a realistic picture of what is expected and needed.  Give as much information “in writing” as possible.

4)  Model - I do it - Show them how it is to be done (apprenticeship)

5)  Mentor - I do it and you are with me

6)  Monitor - You do it and I am with you providing support, resources and constructive feedback

7)  Motivate - You do it

8)  Multiply - You do it and someone to train is with you (2 Timothy 2:2)

Suggested Resources for Further Worship Study:

· Dawn, Marva J.  A Royal ‘Waste’ of Time.  Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1999.

· Morgenthaler, Sally.  Worship Evangelism: Inviting Unbelievers into the Presence of God.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1995.

· Noland, Rory.  The Heart of the Artist: A Character-Building Guide for You & Your Ministry Team.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1999.

· Webber, Robert.  Worship Old and New.  Zondervan, revised 1994.

· Wiersbe, Warren W.  Real Worship.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2000.

· Wimber, John.  Thoughts on Worship.  Vineyard, 1996.

· Wimber, John.  All About Worship.  Vineyard, 1998.

· Worship Leader Magazine (CCM Communications)
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