SERVING AS A MUSICIAN IN GOD’S HOUSE

Scripture Reading 

1Chron 25:1  David, together with the commanders of the army, set apart some of the sons of Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun for the ministry of prophesying, accompanied by harps, lyres and cymbals. Here is the list of the men who performed this service:

2  From the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah and Asarelah. The sons of Asaph were under the supervision of Asaph, who prophesied under the king's supervision.

3  As for Jeduthun, from his sons: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah and Mattithiah, six in all, under the supervision of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied, using the harp in thanking and praising the LORD.

4  As for Heman, from his sons: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shubael and Jerimoth; Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti and Romamti-Ezer; Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir and Mahazioth.

5  All these were sons of Heman the king's seer. They were given him through the promises of God to exalt him. God gave Heman fourteen sons and three daughters.

6  All these men were under the supervision of their fathers for the music of the temple of the LORD, with cymbals, lyres and harps, for the ministry at the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun and Heman were under the supervision of the king.

7  Along with their relatives--all of them trained and skilled in music for the LORD--they numbered 288.

8  Young and old alike, teacher as well as student, cast lots for their duties.

What Do We Learn From This Scripture?

i) We Are To Be Set Apart For God

The musicians were set apart  -(V1). We must be separated unto God – live in the world but not a part of it.God has called each one of us to holiness - to a holy life. In speech, thought and deed. As we read in God’s Word – “The righteous will possess the kingdom of God”. Righteousness is by grace but holiness is through relationship - living in the presence of God (for He is holy).

1. Separated in thought 

How’s your thought life?  What do you ponder on when no one else is around?

A.W.Tozer has said in his book “The Root of the Righteous” that “what a man is interested in to the point of absorption both decides and reveals what kind of man he is and what kind of fruit he will bear.” Our mind is the battle ground. The enemy will constantly attack us in our thought life. To overcome this, we must constantly renew our mind. We must understand that it is the ones that walk in holiness that will see God. We must be holy even as He is holy. In every christian’s heart, there is a cross and a throne, and the christian is on the throne till he puts himself on the cross; if he refuses, he remains on the throne.

2. Separated in what we do 

We must crucify daily the deeds of flesh with its passions and desires. We need to ask the Spirit of God for strength to overcome. We must circumsizing the foreskin of our hearts – we must cut away the fleshly areas in our lives. Our uncrucified flesh will rob us of purity of heart, Christlikeness of character, spiritual insight and fruitfulness.

We must regularly cut away those areas in our lives which are not good for growth. We must not do anything that will bring reproach upon you or the church.

3. Separated in heart attitude

It is our heart and not our performance that is important to God. God’s expectation is not a perfect performance, but a perfect heart. Many times we lose contact with the condition of our heart. God wants us with a perfect heart. He looks upon our character before our performance. God is more concerned about who we are before what we do.

ii) We Are To Minister Prophetically

It is one thing to play your instrument well, but it is another thing to play under the inspiration and anointing of the Holy Ghost. 

Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun’s playing brought the anointing - V2 & 3. We are not playing to build our own ego or to promote ourselves but to usher in the presence of God. Our playing without the anointing achieves little. 

As we play prophetically, we prepare the way for a word of prophecy or the preaching of the Word. As musicians, we are to seek the anointing far above anything else – this will only come as we get closer to God. We must set aside times to wait on God for your ministry.

iii) We Are To Submit To God Ordained Authority

They were in submission to their father who was in turn under submission to the king – V2 & 3.

Are you teachable? Are you all for the leaders and the vision of the team? Are you willing to follow the Music Director wholeheartedly as he/she faithfully follows the Pastor’s vision?
For the team to experience the blessing of the Lord, there must be unity and loyalty.

Do our hearts smite us when we touch one of God’s anointed, whether by speech or attitude? 1 Sam 24: 5 -  “And David’s heart smote him, because he cut off Saul’s skirt.”  

V6 -  “The Lord forbid that I should lift my hand against the Lord’s anointed.”
We must be examples to those around us by not allowing any attack on those in authority over us.  

iv) We Are To Serve

We are there to serve the Lord and the people – V6. Never feel as if the people owe you something. Christ is our example - His love was sacrificial, His love was unconditional, His love was constant and self-sustaining, His love provides for the best interests of others and He commands that we should love others as He has loved us.
Paul’s idea of service is the same as our Lord’s: “I am among you as he that serveth;” “ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake”.  
v) We Are To Be Trained and Skilled

They were trained and skilled – V7. We must seek to become skilful.  Don’t be satisfied with the status quo. Take lessons – watch videos – listen to tapes – glean ideas from others – follow through on instruction courses. Remember, there is always something we can learn no matter what our skill level is.

vi) Seek To Teach and To Learn

V8. The teacher as well as the student. We must make room for the student as well as the more experienced. If we are an experienced player, we must more than just tolerate those that are beginners. It is our job to help train and disciple those that are a lot less experienced as a player than we are. Always seek to try help others to be a better player. Don’t feel threatened by the fact that if you impart to others they may become better than you. 

