Notes from Fr Gino’s Leadership Retreat
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Session 1
A New Pentecost – The Catholic Charismatic Renewal

The Charismatic Renewal has been a priceless gift from God to us, a gift that I treasure, love, & live everyday ---- Fr. Gino

Discernment is knowing God’s Will. Pope John Paul 23rd prayed, Renew your wonders in our time as though for A New Pentecost. A New Pentecost refers to a revitalized, dynamic church --- and it can happen to any group or place.

· The 2nd Vatican Council was focused on that ( the prayer of the whole church was to bring Renewal

· When Renewal came, the Pope asked for something from all:

· 1) Renewal & Fidelity to the Gospel of Jesus

· We have the code of canon law

· Heeding it but not interpreting it according to the Gospel makes it ‘legalism’ or ‘pious’ practices

· We need to interpret ALL of our life by the Gospel

· What is basic in the Gospel? Discipleship (Becoming like Jesus. Living Jesus everyday. Celebrating Jesus everyday. Living the Gospel Life)

· 2) Unity among all Christians 

· 3) To resolve all of the problems today with the gospel of Jesus

· 4) To make our church relevant for its times

· We should not be specimens of the past (only found in museums!)

· We must talk the language of people of the day

· The church is ALIVE today and we must make people ALIVE and the pope wanted that!

HOW? 
Through the Basic Constants for the Spiritual life of the church:
1) By a spirit of Prayer (Acts 2:14) ( No prayer, no renewal

2) A spirit of submission & obedience

· Phil 2: He humbled himself, obedient unto death. 

· It’s the obedience in love that we give to the Gospel of Jesus & the church

· There’s no true obedience without humility

· Without humility it could be a rebellious or slavish obedience

· So only the spirit of prayer can give us a true obedience in humility


What does the New Pentecost mean for us?

· Greater Ecumenism
· Greater role of the laity

· Liturgical Renewal / Biblical Renewal

Fallacy of the CCR

· That it has swept from Pentecostals / Protestant churches into the Catholic Church
This is only half true. 

Truth is…

· God had already been laying the groundwork in the Catholic Church through the 2nd Vatican council

· The CCR when it began, grew like fire in the Catholic Church across continents

· It is a fruit of the 2nd Vatican Council 

· We must witness in church.

· It’s sad to see people so committed to worldly disciplines but not to spiritual disciplines

· People think our faith is all personal – But Christianity is not all personal. 

· God left heaven to come to earth!

· Christianity is outgoing – that’s the nature of love! It cannot be contained.

· So the renewal is supposed to be a new Pentecost

· You can have the deepest pain yet the highest joy

· The CCR is a revitalization of all our energies to bring forth the wonders of Christ

· Eg. The ways we practice Love

· Mother Theresa – you don’t have to do great things but you can do small things with great love

· It brings forth a theology of ordinariness – that it’s most beautiful to be ordinary
· If you are looking for great things, you battle & are not able to have great love
· The CCR has come to us by and through the Holy Spirit (helped by the Pentecostals but) through the 2nd Vatican Council and spirit.
Questions for us: 


Is Biblical Renewal part of your life?

Is there liturgical renewal? (encounters with the great saving act of Jesus)

· This has not crept into groups yet today
We need to pray for unity ( That’s one of the biggest stumbling blocks in our groups today for evangelism. Love. Love conquers everything!

Listen to the teachings of the church and you will get the teachings of the 2nd Vatican Council.

The CCR History

It began with college students in the US

· They saw the phenomenon in other Christians and realised that you CAN receive the Holy Spirit

· College students are a particular breed – they’re assertive, intellectual…etc

· This bunch of students loved the church – They were reading documents of the church

· They were familiar with the teachings of the church’s early fathers

They repented before the blessed sacrament – and was baptized by the Holy Spirit. They felt a sense of the presence and peace. Then news spread and others also came to receive the Holy Spirit.

The CCR Experience is…

· Personal experience of the presence of the Spirit

· A great personal love for Jesus

· Intimacy that they longed to have with the Word

· Hunger to listen to the Word of God in Sacraments

· Great love for the Word and Sacraments (which grows more and more in your life)

· A renewed power in gifts you have to use for God

· Discover new spiritual gifts (eg. Praying in tongues)

· Gifts – to be used for others. Eg. Relationships will have more love. More forgiving. More loving. It’s beyond count and it’s only when you live the life of the renewal that you will discover gifts that you may not realise!)
· Fruits of Joy = A real Joy of being happy to meet people. Reaching to others more easily. 

· We’ll become an encourager = bringing out the gifts in others.

· Becoming aware of spiritual warfare! --- that there is a battle we are fighting ( It can be a daily thing for us, but we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us

More problems?

· It may seem that we experience more problems after experiencing the CCR.

· But it’s not that it wasn’t’ there in the first place but that we never knew it was there. Before it was ‘blindness’. But now we realise its there, is that our eyes are opened to the spiritual truths in our lives through this new knowledge and strength (given from God)


What does the Baptism of the Spirit mean for us?

· It is Integral Holiness which you need to have Integral Conversion of heart = WHOLE mind, body, spirit! (coz Mind and actions flow together)


Integral Holiness

· A definitive choice made for God

· A definitive choice made against Sin (the 2nd conversion has been made)

· Means from that day onwards of being baptized in the spirit, we are going to fight against sin

· It doesn’t mean having no sin and being immaculate --- But once sin comes, we say “no”.

· We pray for the strength, but we must make the choice first!

· So Baptism of the Spirit is for everyone! It refers to fullness of the Spirit 

· Different people have different ways of experiencing the baptism ( Eg. Jesuits go through the desert experience to experience that conversion towards integral holiness.
· The CCR brings this experience to ALL
2nd conversion is important! It means our life is now to God, for God and against sin.


About Baptism of the Spirit:

· you can’t have repeated baptism of the Spirit but you can renew it

· once you are baptized in the spirit, it is once in a lifetime. You can ask for an infilling where the batpsim is re-activated

· or a deeper fuller experience of the same anointing

Session 2
Traits of the Charismatic Renewal
Recap:
Deepening awareness of the Holy Spirit


Growth & intimacy in Prayer


Hunger for the Word & Sacraments


Great love for the Church


A new power & desire to witness – most willing to evangelise


Growth in the fruits of the Spirit


Manifestation of the Charisms


Awareness of reality of spiritual warfare


Call to holiness and conversion


Great desire for unity


Ready to respond to the call to serve others

( Faith is a grace, an experience of God which can’t be defined by logical arguments
( The Trinity can’t be defined as well – it’s our dogma – but it’s an experience

( Through the renewal we are called to bring this experience to the church


- But there is stigma. People are afraid of ‘emotions’ and highly emotive worship

We confuse the gift of the Charismatic Renewal! 
It is an experience of the Holy Spirit, an awakening/rekindling of the Gift of Baptism!
Question: What is Charismatic?

Answer: The Gift of tongues??? WRONG!

The CCR helps us to make an ADULT CHOICE for God, which can be renewed when we pray for fullness of the Spirit (at LISS)

The CCR is an opening of our lives to integral holiness through internal conversion! It is an ongoing process that begins with the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

The CCR is not a Movement! WHY? 

· Every movement has a human founder who saw a need in the church and the need to be a ‘worker’ for a cause, or a specific goal, for specific people and need results

· The CCR has no founder – or it’s just one (The Holy Spirit!

· The CCR has no specific goal – It is basic Christianity!

IN other words, the CCR is “Basic Christian Renewal”!
· It is MORE than just being a prayer group, healing, praying in tongues. 

· A prayer group: is simply a place to foster your growth after your second conversion
· Healing, praying in tongues… are just the ‘phenomena’, not renewal

· The aim of the renewal is to bring freshness of experience to all so that they can live a life of wholeness

The CCR – Priceless Treasure
Therefore, the CCR is a priceless treasure given us by God. Not static. It’s NEW Life.

· Enables growth – depth in the life and love of God
· There is no limit (God is infinite love)

· God gives us some of His ‘infinity’ and if we only realised how much his love we could have, we’d die of that love…!

· Ironically, God’s love is so great and immense, yet the human heart can bear it.

Growing Deeper


There’s so much room for that flowing of that love in our lives. We can seek it everyday and continue growing deeper and deeper everyday ( To be a disciplined person in the Spirit. That depth must come!

· So we must reflect 

· -- Are we still seeking/going towards that depth?

· Is our prayer lives growing deeper?


· Make the Prayer of Solomon yours! (1 Kings 3:5)

· Asking God for an understanding mind & heart to know what is good, throw out what’s evil and govern the people of God.. Psalm 19:40

· Ask God for discernment to meditate on what God wants for us and the future of the people of God

· There is no renewal without repentance (humility)

· Reflect: where have we hurt the Renewal in Singapore?

· Gossip

· Not living in true fellowship during our meetings

· Lack of daily prayer

· Lack of Charity

· Too clingy to leadership… 

“The CCR is a force of the renewal of the church” Pope John Paul II

Our ROLE in the CCR: Living out this priceless Gift!
1) Making the church aware and to motivate them into Renewal
· We have been given the Spirit to do all these!

· We need to Recognise the Work of the Spirit (by being a reflector, & pray)

· Our whole life has to be directed by the Spirit

· Be Spirit filled and bring this power into your life

2) Our Prayer & Commitment

· The Church has great need for our prayer and commitment 

· We have brought spontaneous prayer into the church but we can bring deeper prayer

· Commitment question: We use any pretext to get away from prayer meetings in a “Revolving Door Syndrome”

· Would people look at us and say: SEE HOW THEY PRAY? 
Yes or no? why?

3) Discernment
· In the best experience of the Renewal, weeds may be found. Discernment is essential. It falls to those in charge of the renewal to weed them out.
· 1 Thess 5:12 – Hold fast to what is good and let go of those not good…

· How is your prayer group doing? Good or only 20% good?

· Be open and don’t cover up

· Look at the challenges and resolve them

4) Shine forth with the Graces & Gifts
· E.g. The CCR is a priceless treasure like a expensive wonderful chandelier

· We can’t pay for it. But are we at the least letting it shine in our lives?

· We should hang it in a place with most light so that it can shine forth

· Renewal has to burst forth with the Gifts and Graces that God gives us


This means:
· There is more to just keeping the commandments
· You shall love the Lord with ALL your mind, strength, heart…etc… is that taking place?

· That is our goal, the priceless treasure that others have to see! 

· This ABUNDANT life (John 10:10) has to continue everyday

· IF you are truly in the Renewal, you’ll be waiting each day for opportunities to let your light shine

And so the CCR is a special gift for our times! We are born in the church, exist for the church, and share our experiences of the living encounters with Jesus

· We encounter with Jesus in prayer continuously
That’s what the Renewal does for us and what the Holy Father asks of us!
The Holy Father asks… (2001)

Let your groups be more and more schools of prayer, praise, listening with devotion until the Heart truly falls in love with our God.

· Love cannot be contained

· Expressed wherever you go (love, patience)

· We fall in love not to keep it in the prayer group but to give it out to the world

· The CCR makes us…

· Live a new life

· Discover our real identity

· Discover our whole humanity

· If not, it means we are not fully charismatic. 

· It means we have not allowed yet the charismatic grace to permeate fully. It is possible to let this grace enter every fibre of our being!

Reflection: How can we bring this Gift of the Renewal more deeply to our lives?

(Ask, Hunger, God will saturate us)

Session 3-4
The Weeds

The CCR is a great CHANCE to become Holiness, Give Holiness to others through the Spirit!
You and I must do that, but we must take stock of some things which can happen:

1) An intoxication with the fruits of the spirit and the gifts

2) Having a GREAT prayer group – having everything in the prayer group, feeling good, and then stopping there

· The success of an event: after that we’re back to where we were before

· complacency

3) The ‘greying’ of the renewal – but the renewal shouldn’t be old – The Holy Spirit is not old

· The renewal is always new

· It calls for growth: new fruit, deepening roots
· Prayer, 

· Fervour, 

· Faith, 

· Outreach

· All these have to take place. The prayer meeting is a place of growth

· Teaching must be relevant

· If there’s no growth, the group is a “maintainence” group

· Do we say, as long as you(someone) is there, we are there? Or rather if God is there, we’re there?

· The CCR is open to everyone, not just like-minded people

4) People want instant charismatic renewal

· EG. We need to eat regularly, not just one shot

· Instant CCR – cannot. It is the turning of our lives inside out which takes time

· Attitudes need to be changed and not overnight

· The act of sin is not just an act – flows from the attitude of sin (which also needs time to be rooted out)

CONVERSION

· Detachment from sin & Attachment to God

· The BASIC CHOICE must be made

· Growth of the Spirit follows Life of the Spirit and must happen continuously

· WE can be “saved” at an instant setting, but after 2 weeks, we may just fall back again. So we need to continually renew our prayer experience

· We may make the choice 1 time but after that we need to renew our commitment 

The instant CCR experience (eg. Weekend LISS) may result in:

· Lack of growth and ongoing conversion

· Lack of effort to continue growth after that

· We need a planned effort for our growth and conversion

· This priority is most basic for our spiritual life! Drop the external practices. 

Have you deep in you heart, made a fundamental CHOICE for JESUS?

If we don’t make a choice, there’s NO GROWTH, Sin Comes ( Leading to Death

· In the renewal we put ourselves in growth mode

What if a person is not ready for Baptism of the Spirit?

· Serious inner prep is necessary.
· Small group leader must monitor the growth of the group, through sharings and to find out if the members are really serious

Baptism of the Spirit is not something that is just for greater happiness. It is a second conversion where you make a definitive radical decision for your life. & there is growth. 

5) Pseudo-Charismatics: False, half-baked, not authentic.

How to recognize them?

· You can’t tell them anything (they know it all)

· Defense mechanisms – which cover the truth that things are not right. One day the bubble bursts and the truth will come out

· Parallel church organisations: a prayer group that runs parallel to the church and never crosses, supports.. etc

· Some groups are modeling themselves after some sub-pentecostal groups and mixes everything in: But everything has to come from the Spirit. Not what we think has succeeded in another group…. Eg. Bringing in big music bands because it has worked elsewhere… Did God want that for your group?

· Pentecostal’s ideas of ‘worship’ is different . We’re Charismatic! Our understanding of worship is that deep humility that makes us prostrate before God to acknowledge His Greatness and just wait there for Him to Lift us up.

· Worship and Adoration in silence

· No words to express the depth of this prayer
· All I can do is just be there…

· It is a sign of the depth of the life of the prayer group

· Praying in the tongues – at the end of the tongues, the Holy Spirit leads us into a time of worship in the silence of our hearts

· Wait before prophecy and don’t skip that time of silence

Looking for the spectacular is not the Renewal. The Renewal is living out love.

· Let your heart speak… don’t imitate other groups

· Don’t model yourself after some other anointed speaker

· No elitism

· Gifts are not to be highlighted: Greatest gift is the Holy Spirit – Love

6) Pseudo Prophets
· Test them through discernment. These people are

· Attention grabbers

· Want to appear spiritual

· Power play

7) Over emphasis on Healing

· Being ‘slain’ by the spirit is a minor thing. Nothing should distract us from Jesus

· In scripture, people never fell backwards, only fell on their knees!!!

· Matthew 7: we worked wonders in Your Name. But the Lord says, I don’t know you!

· WE can do healing prayer but don’t look for anything , any signs or visible things. The rest you must leave it up to God..

8) Over-emphasis on Gifts
· Matthew 7:21-23, Luke 13:26-29

· The WOW mentality (A Just man walks by faith!) 
9) Being Authentic

· The real thing is discerned (by love)

· IF there is no love, we fall into temptations:

· Of fear

· We fear feedback, to lose power/status/face

· Fear breeds fear

·  But read 1 John 5:19, Perfect love casts out all fear

· Of power

· Leaders remain at post for too long

· Power politics

· Quarrelling

· Back-biting

· We have to train people. If not we will die out one day.

10) Independence

· We want to be independent of the authorities in church sometimes because we feel they’re not ‘anointed’ as we are…

· But we who say that are neither ‘anointed’

· We don’t need to pray in tongues to have the Holy Spirit

11) Pseudo Renewal / Competition (versus collaboration, cooperation)

· Pray and Discern what God wants for your group

· Each prayer group has its own personality

· Each one is a gift to the church

· Discern in spirit the name of the group

· If one is doing better than another, praise God and help each other. Work together & build the renewal. That’s how we spread the renewal to everywhere ( We can share the fruits of the renwal eg. Spiritual counseling, healing, etc.

· Ephesians 4:1 ( We all have the same spirit… Unity!

· We should excel in Love and Unity as we weed out all the negative traits of ministry (the blemishes of the Renewal)

· Then Move on, Our God has a great big mind. Don’t limit yourself


Since 1984, the CCR at the heart of the church had always striven to be with the church.

Q&A

Books / content on healing & deliverance from other Christians – some are inaccurate & wrongly expressed. 
Steps to pray for different illnesses the Catholic way: 

· When praying over, first we look at God and worship him

· Look at the praying team and ask God to bless them & cleanse them

· Then pray for the person – identifying things through the spirit of God (not using natural powers – but using divine powers – so we don’t bring other things into the healing prayer = natural disciplines like yoga, reiki…etc)

· Ask for healing, mention the illness.

Religious Tolerance ok? Yes – we respect others and are open to love all

Priests not supportive / small group in a maintainence mode. 
Parish not into spiritual growth. How to move into growth mode?

· Pray and intercede for the priests

· Love be obedient still always when you don’t get support

· Pray for the prayer group – ask God for directions

· Invite people to the group to invite suggestions. Others may be able to help you.

Youth ministering to youth? Should have an older person guiding them coz youth have not fully understood human nature.

Baptism of the Spirit is a grace of the Sacrament of Baptism. 

· So it’s not receivable before actual Baptism. Its’ more like an experience

· Non Christians can get a god experience but it’s not Baptism of the Spirit coz they’re not Baptised yet

· To be Baptised in the Spirit, one must be fully ready – to give up addictions, relationships, obstacles of sins… etc

Discernment methods? Catholic Church has a discernment process:

1) Discernment with reason: Pros and Cons. Natural Discernment (Common Sense)

2) Spiritual Discernment – for spiritual things: 

a. Eg. What is the Will of God for me?

i. You can firs use natural discernment,

ii. Then spiritual discernment: pray before the Lord and identify which option left you with more peace 

3) Social Discernment: Getting someone to confirm

Charismatic Healing Mass VS Eucharist? Are they separate instances of the same thing?

· IN every mass there is healing: you touch God and God touches you – emotionally, mentally, physically, spiritually.

· There’s so many prayers of healing in the mass. But people are forgetful and don’t’ realise them. So we stress at different times the point of healing ( via a dedicated “Healing” mass. 

· At other times, we have other special masses to make people remember other things (eg. The Word) #

· So it’s the same thing.

Why is healing done so often?
· Jesus preached, taught and healed
· That’s why Jesus founded the church to continue this today. So the healing continues today. It is most exercised and found in the Eucharist and the Sacraments
There is a Culture of Death and we have to tell people the reality of Sin and bring inner healing

Day Two
Leadership

Issues on Leadership:

· Depth of training leaders: No depth. When storms come, people are lost
· Preaching: What you have contemplated upon you give to others. But contemplation means thorough reflection, taken into the heart, strived to live out. 

There is a leadership crisis!... in TRAINING for leaders. 

Understanding the Meaning of Leadership 

· Jesus’ Leadership is Universal – even business people are cross learning from him
· Mark 10: James John & peter

· James & John were the ‘sons of thunder’ – quite authoritative and wanted to tell Jesus what to do. They asked to be placed in leadership

· Jesus says, you do not know what you are asking (God Decides & chose Peter)

· Jesus asked, are you willing to suffer?

· We have to be content where God puts us. Jesus says, it is the Gentiles who want to be somewhere

· We should serve others like Jesus – with all our lives

· There is immaturity in our leadership in:

· Fear

· Criticism of someone

· Power, status focused

· Wanting appreciation from others

· Petty quarrelling

· Wanting top positions in life

· E.g. Prosperity Gospel. But Jesus says the Son of Man has no place to stay…

· We don’t get Jesus from what people TALK about. We SEE it in their lives

· We want to see Spiritual examples not materials

· Our leadership is Servant Leadership.
What is a Leader?

· A leader is one who exercises power over others

· Uses a process to influence others with the power you have to be or do certain things (thinking & actions)

· Jesus influenced people’s thoughts and actions

· Love = Service (e.g. Pope John Paul II worked very hard all his life!)

· It must not be so among you (referring to seeking places of honour) – Jesus ‘commands’ us to be the least, to serve.

Self Serving Leadership:

· ego-focused

· on the pedestal

· No need for consultation, has the whole agenda planned out without discernment together or community decision making

· No use for feedback

· Don’t want to train new leaders (whereas Jesus began his training immediately)

· Pride & Fear (1 Cor 10:13 ( Get rid of pride)

· Running the church via business /world’s ways – want to see worldly results


What should happen at our prayer meetings?

· Deep Prayer


· Leaders chosen out of discernmentn : who does GOD say he wants?

· Servant Leaders: look out for new opportunities to train and empower others

· Jesus empowered, interpreted, trained privately and publically

· Because we are humble & obedient, God will flourish the gifts

· Don’t choose like minded people! Diversity is good. All can work together in One Spirit. 

· Don’t work by worldly standards

· What’s your goal? It should be – to be like Jesus & to be Jesus to others

Session 2 (Day2)

Reflection
1) Pick out 3 personal weaknesses that you have which prevents you from growing in the Renewal.

2) Write out the steps to overcome them

3) Write out 5 weaknesses you see in your prayer group

4) Write a short letter to the Lord on what you will do about those weaknesses.


Discipleship ( I live not I but Christ in me

Through Him, with Him, & in Him.

· We should ask for Discipleship and Great Love first instead of the Gifts! Discipleship comes first.

· It’s a lifelong process ( Preparation has to be seriously done via the LISS or the prayer group to make sure people are well formed

Why “Prayer” Group?

· Prayer is a relationship with God – communication of a loving relationship with Jesus

· The ACID Test of growth in your spiritual lives is PRAYER
· We must be a praying people.

· This is the thing we can offer people

· Make of your community schools of prayer 
John the Baptist preached the Baptism of Repentance

Jesus preached the Holy Spirit & Fire!

Fire ( means people are empowered to carry on the institute of church, endowed with charismatic gifts

Making Disciples

1) Discern

2) Assessment

3) Our church needs renewal cos the world needs us

4) Jeremiah 20:7-9 – he complains to God, discouraged

5) God promises that we’ll be filled with fire (zeal) from him. This fire makes our lives sanctified, makes us pray deeply. Psalms 104:4

6) Say Yes to God, No to Sin!

7) Set priorities right – over commitment (no!)

8) Fire purifies, so move in the fire of the Spirit

9) Catch the flame and let it spread all around

10) Take away the weeds

11) Peter went out in Fire and nothing could turn him back

12) Use the gifts for building of the church

13) What role do you play in your prayer group?

14) What ministries do you exercise?

a. Identify the gifts through discernment

b. Train in the gifts of the Spirit – to be a servant leader

c. Gifts is not for us to show off but to use for others

15) There is power in ordinariness. Little things in great love. The lord will lift you up and make your ministry effective

We have a job that the Spirit gives us! Don’t worry about success but give yourself wholeheartedly!
--- End of my notes ---
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