THE RENEWAL!
YAM Session

22 July 2006 
8pm, Sam’s house

Opening Prayer
Worship
Fr Gino Retreat Notes 
Reflection & Intercessory
Watch ( Mother Theresa Part 2 

Closing Prayer

Watch DVD – A New Pentecost: THE CCR

Good News Reflection 
Wednesday of the 14th Week in Ordinary Time 
July 12, 2006 
Getting rid of sacred pillars 

Today's Saint: Veronica 
http://wordbytes.org/saints/DailyPrayers/Veronica.htm   

Today's Readings: 
Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8, 12 
Ps 105:2-7 
Matt 10:1-7 
http://www.usccb.org/nab/071206.shtml  


Reflection: 
Sometimes, the best way to pray for someone who needs conversion is to ask God to remove all the "sacred pillars" upon which this person has been leaning, the substitutes that have kept them from having a genuine friendship with the Lord. 

Like the Israelites in today's first reading, those who resist God the most are those who are fruitful in their worldly endeavors. They accumulate wealth, influential friends, and high-ranking jobs. The more successful they are, the less they recognize a need for God. They live as if they are God. They trust in their sacred pillars more than they trust in God. They see no reason to lean on God or to learn to walk as toddling children of God who hold onto his hand. 

We all lean on wrong supports from time to time. God gives us talents and skills and training so that we can be successful, but we don't always use them in the endeavors that he has chosen for us -- endeavors he knows is best for our souls, our families, the world and the kingdom of heaven. 

First, we need to remember that God is the true source of our gifts and talents. He gave us the intelligence to develop our skills. He redeems all of our experiences, including the bad ones, for the sake of our growth and for the benefit of others. ALWAYS for the benefit of others! If that's not happening, we've left God out of our endeavors. 

When praying for ourselves, we should ask God to remove the sacred pillars that contribute to the illusion that he can be ignored or rejected. Or the pillars of self-reliance. Or the pillars of excuses and rationalizations that allow us to think we're fine when we're actually sinning. Then watch out! The harder we've been leaning on these pillars, the harder we fall. Some folks have to fall a long way down to reach bottom before they will look up and cry out to God for help. 

But God is gentle. God in his great mercy gives everyone many opportunities to turn to him before we fall and crash to the ground. Then, if nothing leads to a breakthrough, God will eventually "break down their altars and destroy their sacred pillars." 

Failures and fallings are really great blessings. "Break up for yourselves a new field, for it is time to seek the Lord." Let your old crop be destroyed no matter how much you feel like resisting the change. Start plowing with Jesus. Let go of what you have been trying to accomplish, for you are reaping from the bad seeds you sowed. 

Notice the uplifting message that Jesus gives us in today's Gospel reading: "The reign of God is at hand!" Take seeds from Jesus and sow the reign of God into the fields of your failures, for miracles will spring from the new ground and the harvest will be awesome! 
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Interesting Snippets from Os Hillman


How to be a faithful man?

In the Promised Land, we learn that obedience is the only thing that matters. We are called to execute, and leave outcome to God. Sometimes that outcome is very positive, yielding a return. In other cases, we may not yield a corresponding return. We may even get a negative outcome. The difference is that we know that we have been faithful to what God has called us to and we yield results to God. God often blesses obedience beyond what we deserve. If God brings wealth to your life, it should come as a by-product of obedience, not an end in itself.

God may call each of us to be obedient to situations that may not yield immediate, positive results. It is in these times that our faith must be obedience-based versus outcome-based. What if Jesus had considered the immediate ramifications of whether he would go to the cross? Based on the immediate outcome, the decision would have been an easy one. Who wants to die on a cross? However, for Him there was a higher purpose in that obedience. We are called to this same kind of obedience. This means putting our own flesh on the line daily, dying to our own self-will.

This is what it means to be a faithful man. Pray that God will make you a faithful man today.


God’s Selection Process

If you and I are going to be one of God's elite, we must be battle ready. We must be sensitive to the spiritual dangers around us. We must be trained (sam: and disciplined) to go about our business while, at the same time, discern when the enemy of our souls is prowling about seeking to destroy us. "Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour" (1 Pet. 5:8). Beware of the spiritual dangers around you.


God always looks at His children for what they will be, not what they are now. The Lord already had seen Gideon as a leader of others, not just a laborer who threshed wheat. 


GOD BLESS YOU!
