Glory just around the corner 
“ Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when His glory is revealed.” 

~ 1 Peter 4:12-13 

· In Scott Peck’s book, “Home Sweet Rome”, the first sentence reads “Life is difficult”

· Peter said “When life gets really difficult, don’t jump into the conclusion that God is not on the job. Instead, be glad that you are in the very thick of a Christ experience. This is a spiritual refinement, with glory just around the corner.”

· The Peter who wrote these words was the same who denied Jesus 3 times and later faced adversities in life to the point of death.

· Peter said that Life’s troubles and adversities could be good. We should be glad in the midst of the heartache. As we are going through a spiritual refinement process, with the promise that glory is around the corner.

· Our natural reaction towards hardship is to turn away and run. But Peter says, “Sure run, but run expectantly ahead, perhaps even run towards the corner where the unknown is, so you can see what God is doing.”

· When was the last time you ran head long towards a trial? Were you confident that God was in the middle of what was going on?

· Focus on the WHAT rather then the WHY. Take a moment and use the “What” as a filter for personal struggle during adversity.

· WHAT are you trying to teach me through this today, God?

· Ask Him to reveal to you a piece of what you need to learn in this process so you’re closer to the glory just around the corner

· “Father, please show me where this next piece fits in your glory”

Prayer: 

Dear Jesus, when adversity and trials come my way, it’s always easy for me to say, “God, where are you? Can’t you see what’s going on down here?” Help me remember that adversity is a spiritual refinement process, with glory just around the corner. Help me take one more step towards that corner and may my steps become a run.

