The Authority of a Believer !
Authority grows with maturity 

Mark 16:17-18

“17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well."

We need God’s anointing to give us the power to go forth to serve Him and to do His work. 

Luke 24:49

“I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."
We need to wait upon the Lord and not to go forth with our own ‘abilities’ or strength.

Seven steps for the anointing: 

(Anointing : the supernatural ability to accomplish things for God)

1) Consecration – Totally submitting yourself to God. 

* We cannot have a successful ministry without submitting totally to God.

2) Vision – To know what God wants for you or you ministry. 

* Set your eyes on the goal and move towards it, always drawing strength from  God.

3) Knowledge – To serve God and not to boast about it. 

* It is essential to be trained to answer questions adequately about our faith and     morals.

* We should know the Word of God well and to apply its principles to life situations. 

* If you do not know the Word of God well, satan would have an upper hand as he knows it well and uses it against us, to accuse the brethren. 

Rev 12:10

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.”
4) Faith – Heb 11:1 “ Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”
5)
Action - James 2:14 “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?”
* Faith without works is dead. Therefore if we say we have faith, we need to have a corresponding action.

6)   Prayer and Fasting -  Jesus spent time regularly with His Father, to draw  

strength and renewal.

7)
Love – 1 Cor 13 : Speaks to us about love, if all that you’re doing is without love then it is useless.

* We must be able to feel the heart of God to love the people around us.

Authority

Gen 1:27-28

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."

* To Subdue – means to bring under control, conquer by force or by a superior power.

* To Rule – means to control or direct, to exercise authority or power over, to play a dominant role in or exert a controlling influence over.

1) That rule was lost when man sinned.

2) satan took away man’s authority and became the ruler of the earth.

3) Man lost his title deed of authority when satan snatched it out of his hands.

4) Jesus death on the cross, not only redeemed us but also removed the barrier separating us from God, reinstating us as children of God.

5) Jesus in doing so took the authority away from the devil and placed it back into our hands.

6) When we claim our rights by faith, we are equipped to exercise authority all the demonic powers of the world.

7) If satan is controlling a person or situation, we have the power to cast him out, with the authority through the power of the cross of Jesus.

* The devil knows your past and your present; God knows your past, present and your future.

* The devil doesn’t know what you are thinking, so when you want to claim authority over him, proclaim it out , don’t just think, mentally.

* satan is powerless, he cannot harm you. But he can trick, deceive and “reason” with you, into giving up your authority but feeling unworthy. The worthiness comes from Jesus death on the cross, it is fully paid up. 

* When satan reminds you of your past, remind him of his future!

Biblical Verses :

1 Peter 5:8 

“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”
John 10:10 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

James 4:7

“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
1 Tim 4:12

“Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.”

1 John 4:18

“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.”

Romans 8:38-39

“38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Eph 3:18-20

“18  may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,”
Eph 6:10-20

“ 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.”
2 Peter 1:5-8
“5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
2 Timothy 4:2 

“2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.”

 Isaiah 55:11 

 “11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”

Psalm 111:10 / Prov 9:10

 “10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.”
 

