YAM’s 1st Session of 2007

Re-Commitment

Present: Krish, Sam, Eugene, Elena, Audrey, Sury, Paul

Opened the session at 7:30pm with worship. 

Sam then shared that this year, it’s time for us to get moving, and work on the plans and dreams that we have so often talked about. We looked at some points based on an article “Capacity to ACT”:

http://www.ministryhealth.net/mh_articles/255_capacity_to_act.html which describes why sometimes, we fail to act or are inefficient, resulting in:

· Outreach opportunities going unrealised; 

· Resources are used in ways not necessarily focused on the most effective areas of ministry; 

· Morale decreases; 

If we do not want this to happen, we need to act. 

We need accountability:

· Even when we’re feeling down, we need to let our other members know, so they can help us out and we do not hinder each other or the ministry’s movement. 

· Every ‘soldier’ for Christ who is down, will affect the overall body. We need unity.
· Let us care for one another. We need to be more prayerful and loving.

We reflected on Acts 2:44 – 47 and Acts 4:32 - 25


 “All the Lord’s followers often met together, and they shared everything they had. They would sell their property and possessions and give the money to whoever needed it. Day after day they met together in the temple. They broke bread together in different homes and shared their food happily and freely, while praising God. Everyone liked them, and each day the Lord added to their group others who were being saved.” (Acts 2: 44-47)
 

“The group of followers all felt the same way about everything. None of them claimed that their possessions were their own, and they shared everything they had with each other. In a powerful way the apostles told everyone that the Lord Jesus was now alive. God greatly blessed his followers, and no one went in need of anything. Everyone who owned land or houses would sell them and bring the money to the apostles. Then they would give the money to anyone who needed it.” (Acts 4: 32-35)
 

Our Thoughts on which aspects of this early church/community should YAM work on in the new year:

· Teaching

· Praying

· Testimony about what God’s done

· Caring for the needy

· Not just to be individuals but that we are a ministry bound in God’s love

· Sharing our lives with each other (everything) – our hurts, deepest problems, don’t hide – share everything (may take time to open up more)

· Praise God more

· Tell others that Jesus is alive more boldly

· Leadership Training & Good company & culture to be developed in the group, so that people coming will benefit

· To be one in heart, one in mind

· To know the worth of each member and the effort ‘behind-the-scenes’

· To know each other better / To be in touch with each member’s joys and woes

· To have the ‘Upper Room Effect’ 

· To have common goals of doing things together
· To walk towards a common spirituality or discuss it out

· Time commitment

· To maximise our gifts and potentials

· To be more active in reaching out (neighbourhood mass / old folks)

· To coordinate with other ministries and work together (eg. RCIA..)

Areas of our lives that we desired to recommit to the Lord:

(In general) for privacy sake:

· More time for prayer

· More time in adoration room 

· Focus on the Lord more

· Have faith in the future

· More spiritual reading

· More substance in service with the people ‘entrusted’ to us

· Repentance

· To know love and serve God more

· To serve in YAM

· To serve God in a balanced way (as with work and ministry)

· Include God in all areas of our daily lives

· More on word of God / Deepen bible knowledge

· Missions / Do a mission trip

What we can all think about [ JOT THIS IN YOUR MEMORY! ] 
(The 4 laws - ‘L’s - for a flourishing ministry!) 


Learn from the Holy Spirit to discern and walk in the Light! It is God who makes us righteous and gives us the authority to do what we ought to do – not man.





Love Him Deeper ( Means we need to know Him, read His Word, know the bible, Repent, Seek Him, Wait on Him, etc





Reach out to the Lost. Look around us. There’s a mission greater than our own lives, problems, and personal agenda.





Share our Lives – we need to walk closely together to be able to grow, maximise our personal potential, and love each other and show care and concern. 








